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Caries of the Vertebral Column.—The ver- 
tebral column is subject to an affection of a 
different nature from that which | described 
in the last lecture as producing a curvature 
of the spine. The affection that I then de- 
scribed is chiefly incidental to young sub- 
jects, to whom the present is not always 
confined, since it may take place in persons 
comparatively advanced in years, although 
it rarely happens after the periodof puberty. 
This affection is, 

Caries,—a disease which I have already 
described generally, and respecting which | 
have, therefore, now, only to point out the 

icular circumstances which distinguish 
it when situated in the spine. This disease 
attacks only the bodies of the vertebre ; 
that is, it attacks that part of the bony 
structure of the spinal column which is its 
most frequent seat in other parts of the 
skeleton,—the cancellous, or spongy part. 
The processes of the vertebra, which are 
com of firm or compact bony tissue, 
it does vot attack. It commences with pain 
of the affected part; sometimes with more 
or less swelling of the soft structure imme- 
diately surrounding the seat of disease, with 
uneasiness on pressure there. After a cer- 
tain time the bone, which in the first in- 
stance is inflamed, ulcerates—goes into a 
state of caries. In the progress of the dis- 
ease this ulcerative process attacks the 
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to such an extent, that large portions of one, 
two, three, or more of the bodies of the ver- 
tebre are actually destroyed. When we 
come to examine the patient after death, 
there appears a considerable chasm, or gap, 
in the vertebral column, in which fragments 
are found pletely lo d, and detached 
from the surrounding processes. The spe- 
cimen I now show you, exhibits the kind 
of devastation which this disease is capable 
of producing on the anterior part of the 
vertebral column. Sometimes it seems to 
commence in the inter-vertebral-fibro car- 
tilages ; sometimes in the bodies of the ver- 
tebre. 

Caries of the spine, like the same affec- 
tion in any other bony structure, affects the 
soft parts immediately contiguous to the 
diseased bone, and produces inflammation 
in them, terminating in abscesses, the 
matter of which finds its way to the exter- 
nel surface, frequently, however, taking 
such a course as leads it to point externally 
at a considerable distance from the primary 
affection ; and it is chiefly in affections of 
this kind that we find those abscesses which 
constitute psoas, or lumbar abscess. 

A considerable portion of the bony co- 
lumn which has to sustain the head and 
upper part of the body, being thus destroyed, 
the superior portion of the spine is pressed 
downwards upon the inferior, by the weight 
above it, so as to fill up, the vacuity which 
has been created by the ulcerative process. 
The consequence is, that after ulceration has 
gone on to a certain extent, the spine bends 
forwards, and becomes crooked; but the 
curvature which is thus produced, essen- 
tially differs in its nature and direction from 
that which takes place in consequence of the 
rickety affection of the spine that | before 
described. The curvature in the present 
case is always in the anterior direction, 
while in rachitis it is to one side. lf you 
look at two trunks, in one of which the 
spine is affected by the curvature I men- 
tioned to you in the last lecture, and the 
other in which the column is bent in the 
manner I am now describing, you will 
see that the contrast is very remarkable. 
Here is a spine curved laterally, from a ge- 


bones | neral softness of the vertebra : you observe 
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the ties; there is more than one 
on each side, And here is another spine 
affected by the disease which I am now de- 
scribing ; it is bent forwards; this has been 
called the angular curvature of the spinal 
column, in tradigtinction to the lateral 
curvature, The bending is attended with 
unnatural prominenee of the spinous pro- 
cesses; the spine presents an angular in- 
curvation forwards, and hence is called an- 
. Here are different specimens, show- 
ae disease in its various stages. Here 
is a very rare specimen, the ulcerated bodies 
of the vertebre being crushed, and giving 
way, under the weight of the parts above. 
Here, again, are specimens in which the 
affection has gone still further, aod here 
see one in which the disease began in 
inter-vertebral-fibro cartilage ; there isa 
duced by the dest 
of one of those cartilages. 

Now when you see the extensive destruc- 
tion that is produced in a case of this kind, 
and consider how important a part of the 
frame is that which has been thus disorgan- 
ised, you would conclude that the powers of 
nature must be inadequate to stop the dis- 
ease and repair the ravages thus caused ; in- 
deed the powers of nature do not go to the 
extent of repairing this loss ; but if the dis- 
ease stop, which it may do, either sponta- 
neously, or in consequence of the employ- 
ment of remedial means, the powers of na- 
ture are so far sufficient to repair the disease, 
that with a sacrifice of the proper figure of 
the trunk, the health and general powers of 
the frame may be restored, and recovery 
accomplished entirely—by means of the cur- 
vature itself, ‘The incurvation forwards 
is necessary to fill up the deficiency pro- 
duced by the ulcerative absorption. The 
bodies of those vertebra which have been 
partially destroyed, cannot be restored, for 
ag the spine bends forward, the upper part 
comes in contact with the inferior, and an 
imperfect kind of anchylos's ensues ; some 
additiogal bony matter is thrown out, which 
attaches the two ends of the chasm, conso- 
lidates them together, as we might say, 
gives a sufficient degree of solidity to the 
parts, and enables them to sustain the weight 
of the body above, and to admit of the ordi- 
Mary motions of the trunk. The curvature, 
therefore, here, is really only a necessary 


part of the curative process, The disease | 


¢annot be brought to an end with preserva- 
tion of the straight figure of the spine, 
where it has gone to a certain extent; nor 
when the curvature has once taken place, 
will any attempt to restore it succeed. Early 
lateral curvatures of the spine may be en- 
tirely removed, and the back bone may be 
reatored to its former straight condition, 
but nothing of this kind can be accom- 
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if the carious disease of the bodies of the 
vertebra have really taken place, it isin vain 
to attempt such a cure. 
You will naturally conclude, that this dis- 
ease of the vertebral column is attended with 
more or less serioug affection of that part of 
the spinal cord whieh is included within the 
diseased portion of the bony eanal. In the 
commencement of the affection, the irrita- 
tion of the chord produces pains, cramps, 
numbness, sp ic twitchings, convul- 
sions of the various voluntary muscles of 
the parts which receive their nerves from the 
affected portion of the chord ; those affec- 
tions, also, often extend to the muscles which 
derive their supply of nerves from the part of 
the chord which is below the seat of disease. 
These effects, too, are not confined to the 
voluntary muscles, for, in consequence of the 
connexion existing between the spinous 
nerves and those ganglia from which the con- 
tents of the thorax and abdomen derive their 
nervous supply, the functions of the various 
organs of respiration, digestion, and so on, are 
often more or less serionsly affected by the 
irritation in question. In the early stage, 
then, of the affection, these symptoms are ob- 
served :—an altered sensation, and, in par- 
ticular, a feeling of pain, numbness, twitch- 
ings, and convulsive affections of the lower 
extremities, But if the disease proceed, 
more particularly in cases where, in conse- 
quence of the approximation of the upper to 
the lower part of the diseased vertebral co- 
, pressure comes to be exercised on the 
spinal chord, thea the affection shows itself 
in paralysis, loss of motion and sensibility of 
all the parts below the seat of injury ; in short, 
paraplegia. The patient loses sensation and 
the power of motion in the lower extremi- 
ties, all control over the muscular coat of 
the bladder, and the sphincter muscle of the 
rectum, and the urine and feces pass away 
involuntarily. Here is a specimen of a case 
in which a natural cure has taken plece ; on 
reckoning the spinous processes, we shall 
find that about four bodies of the vertebra: 
are gone, have been entirely destro 
the ulcerative process. Here is = % 
the same kind, where four also are gone, 
and where tho natural cure, by imperfect 
anchy!osis, has ensued, 

Treatment.—The treatment of caries of 
the vertebral column is the same as that 
which | have already had occasion to de- 
scribe, in speaking of the treatment of ca. 
ries generally. In the commencement it 
must be antiphlogistic. You must 
those means that are calculated to dimi- 
nish the inflammation which constitutes the 
primary stage of caries, and precedes the 
ulceration. ‘The local abstraction of blood, 
with other mild antipblogistic measures, 


plished in the case of incurvation forwards ; 


will accomplish the purpose. Whatever 
means, however, you adopt, rest in the hori- 
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is absolutely . You 


sontal 
will conceive, that if the 


necessary 

og of the 
head upper parts of the is still 
bearing on bones which are in this state 
of disease, and the muscles surrounding 
them are still in action, that there must be 
an irritation going on, constantly tending to 
keep up and aggravate the disease. Rest, 
therefore, is i i 


the affection, until the cure is effeeted by 
anchylosis. Here, as you will observe, there 
is a very material difference in the treatment 
of that disease of the spinal column which 
produces angular curvature, and that which 
produces the lateral curvature ; for I men- 
tioned to you, that exercise in the open air, 
perfeetly free and varied exercise, which 
would call into action all the muscles of the 

ine and limbs, constitutes an essential part 

the treatment in a case of lateral curva- 
ture, while the same proceeding would not 
only be inapplicable, but highly injudicious, 
D~ 4 indeed, exceedingly detrimental in the 
treatment of the other i 

When the inflam symptoms are put 
& stop to by this of p ding, we 
then come to consider the propriety of ar- 
resting the disease by the means of counter- 
irritation, respecting which I have nothing 
particular to add to the observations I have 
already made. Caustic issues, setons, moxe, 
tre the most eligible means for accomplish- 
ing this. a meee the actual cau- 

is apy purpoee. 

to you, however, that 
you are not to consider it neeessary to have 
recourse to these measures in all cases. This 
is an affection to be found in scrofulous sub- 
jects ; in those who are natura'ly of a weak 
constitution ; aud the existence of the dis- 
ease itself is a source of great irritation to 


the frame. There are weakly subjects la- 
bouring under this complaint, where the 


general powers of the system would be 4 


ened by any mode of applying counter-irri- 


the soft of the body. It has been 
under these circumstances, 
whether the substance which joins them is 
really nervous texture or not. However, we 
find that when the ends of a nerve that has 
been divided are thus reunited, the nerve 
recovers its functions ; that it has the power 
of again conveying sensation or volition ; and 
that the medium of union answers ail the 
purposes required, 

There is nothing peculiar in the 
toms produced by wounds of nerves. 
case of amputation of the thigh or arm, all 
the large nervous trunks belonging to the 
limb are included in the division, and still 
there is nothing different in the progress of 
the wound, nor in the immediate symptoms, 
from which there would be if the injury had 
consisted of a perpendicalar section of the 
soft parts, without the division of any nerves 
of uence, 

It has sometimes been supposed, that the 
puncture, or partial division of a nerve, is 
capable of producing serious consequences ; 
and the important effects which have ensued 
from venesection have heretofore been com- 
monly attributed to wounds of the cutaneous 
nerves—to punctures of the nerves, which 
are situated between the skin and the vein. 
In the great majority of instances, the 
mischief arising trom venesection consists 
in inflammation of the vein itself, or in 
inflammation of the integuments surrounding 
it, or in erysipelas, particularly phlegmo- 
nous erysipelas of the integuments. 
these are serious enough, but I believe the 
instances are extremely rare in which any 
ill consequences of venesection can be 
traced to the injury ofa nerve, Yet I 
not venture to say there absolutely are no 
such cases ; for instance, I have a lady un- 
der my own care, who came to me from @ 
remote part of England, in consequence of 
her having suffered many months from an 
extremely painful affection of the forearm 
and hand, consequent on bleeding. She did 


tation. There are cases, consequently, in| not suffer from the operationat the time, nor 


which you would be precluded from having | 
recourse to measures of this kind, and in 
which you must confine your practice to the 
mild antiphlogistic treatment 1 have de-| 
scribed. Keeping the trunk at rest, em- 
ploying general means for invigorating the | 
rame, such as residence in pure air, atten-| 
tion to diet, giving steel and bark, and, in | 
fact, employing the medical treatment which 
is caleulated to restore the health, will be 
sufficient, without adding any measures of 
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When the nerves are divided by a wound, 
if the divided extremities remain in contact, 
they will become united like any other of | 


did she experience much inconvenience for » 
few days afterwards ; but after this there gra- 
dually came on a very painful state of the 
whole of the limb below the part at which 


| venesection had been performed. For this she 


had undergone treatment, of a tolerably ac- 
tive kind, such as the application of leeches, 
blisters, friction with irritating substances 
with a view to produce eruptions, and » 
great variety of similar means, but under all 
which, according to her own account, her 
sufferings had rather been aggravated than 
relieved. When she came to me, the whole 
of the forearm and hand was so excessively 
sensitive that she could not bear any body 
even to come near her. I recollect, on my 
approaching her, that she ht her arm 
away in the greatest diem, ead would not 
202 
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allow me to gi 


her the least assistance in | extremities of the nerves being involved in 


unwrapping it ; she said she could not allow | the cicatrix which follows the , Or, 


the air even to come upon it without suffer- 


in certain cases, that the ends of the nerves 


ing severely. After she had taken off the | are by the contraction of the cicatrix press- 
ee ee ed against the sawn end of the bone, I do 
e 


materially swelled, but bearing 


marks of | not know ; but in many instances very pain- 


the active surgery which had been tried | ful sensations are experienced after a cer- 


upon it. She was nearly disabled from 


using the wrist or fingers, which was a very|in some cases to a 
serious inconvenience to her, as the affec- | appearing to indicate 


tain time, at the end of the stump, confined 


icular spot, and 
at the affection de- 


tion was in the right hand and arm. She was| pends upon the condition of the divided 
unable to write, or todo any needle- | nerves at a certain partof thecicatrix. Mr. 


work, She could, perhaps, make some 
ing motions with the fio 


trifling 
but that was all; she cou! 


Langstaff has paid particular attention to 
rs and thumb, | this; he has examined the cicatrices after 
not bear the death, and be has fouvd such ap 


arm to be touched, dreading the approach of | from the bulbous swellings of the nerves, 
every thing that was likely to come in con- ‘moped in instances in which patients 
a 


tact with it. She had a furred tongue and a 


ve suffered from the painful affection I 


disordered state of the stomach and bowels, | have mentioned, as have Jed him to infer 
and was, as you would suppose, after this| that it depends, in some measure, on the 
long, severe state of suffering, much out of | divided extremities of the nerves being im- 


health. There was nothing to account for 


plicated in the hardened cicatrix, thus expe- 


the symptoms, unless it were some particu- | riencing a degree of irritation which leads 
lar state of the nerves consequent on the | to the painful affection in question. In some 


ration of venesection ; and the nature of| one or more instances | thi 


he has found 


symptoms generally, the violent and | it necessary to amputate higher up, in con- 
constant pains in the part, showed that, at} sequence of the extremely sensitive state 
all events, the nerves were essentially in-|of the stump, in short, of the almost in- 


volved in the affection. 


1 recommended | tolerable agony which the patient has ex- 


her, in the first instance, to lay aside all the | perienced. He mentions a practical rule, 
coverings which she was accustomed to use,| the observance of which is of the high- 
and to allow the parts to be exposed to the | est importance,— that of cutting with a 


air, and that when accustomed to the con. 


ir of scissors after the amputation, half an 


tact of the air, she should commence spong- | inch or an inch from the end of each divid- 
ing it over with tepid water so many times | ed neive in such a manner as that the extre- 
a day, gradually diminishing the tempera- | mities of the nerves shall not be at all ex- 


ture till she could use cold water. 


As to| posed 


to this source of irritation. He sa 


the general treatment, 1 requested her to! that when this rule has been observed 


pay attention to her diet, 
simple means for bringing the stomach and 


employ some | affection has not taken place. 


Nerves are subject to the development of 


bowels into a healthy state. In the course | tumours in their substance, just as tumours 
of a few weeks after this treatment was re- | may grow in any other soft part of the body. 
sorted to the arm almost entirely got well ; | This is a rare occurrence, and, indeed, is so 
I do not know how long it was before it| rare that I have never witnessed an instance 
uite recovered, but I think that in less|in the living subject, although I have seen 
two months she wrote me a note to| specimens of it in museums; I cannot say, 


thank me for my care of her. 
first instance of 


This was the | therefore, that I have much to observe on 
her writing since the affec-| the subject, except to tell you that such tu- 


tion came on severely, and a very well-writ-| mours may be developed, principally in the 


ten note, in point of penmanship, it was. 


nerves of the upper or lower extremities, in 


hen nerves have been divided, as in the| the popliteal of the leg, and some of the 


ion of amputation, the extremity which | branches running along the arm. 


The tu- 


is left swells into a kind of bulb; a sort/mour is generally of an oval shape. The 
of oval tumour forms, or rather the end | nature of the tumour is clearly pointed out, 
of the nerves swells into a bulb of oval] in the first place by its position in the trunk 
shape, of perhaps about the size (in the case| of the nerve ; in the next place by pain on 
ofa nerve) of a nut ora filbert; this mew in the course of the nerve and its 


is found to very considerable firm- 
ness, sometimes approaching almost to a 
ilagi structure, so that it is cut with 

i ty, and makes a noise under the knife 
as it is divided. There are instances in 
which the extremities of nerves thus enlarg- 
ed seem to produce very painful symptoms 
efter amputation, Whether it is the 


ranches; and in the third place by the 
tumour being easily moved from side to side, 
though confined in the longitudinal direction. 
Treatment.—The treatment consists in 
extirpation with the knife. The tumours 
may attain a considerable size. The book 
which is now before me contains the figure 
of one of those tumours ; it is as large, I 


| ve 

Pp 
th 
| 

@ 

| 
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think, as an , and is a tumour of the 
iteal save. tines gentlemen who wish 
more information respecting them may 
refer to the second part of the third volume of 
the Transactions of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society of Edinburgh, where they will find 
a paper on the subject by Mr. Wood of 
Edinburgh, a paper on neuroma, for that is 
the name which he gives to tumours formed 
in nerves. In that paper he has collected a 
great number of cases and circumstances 


ting them. 

‘Neuralgia.—The nerves are liable to in- 
flammation, producing an affection which is 
characterised by great pain, by excessive 
and almost intolerable agony. 

The nerves are also liable to affections, 
in which nothing like inflammation of the 
part can be traced, where, to use our tech- 
nical language, the nerve is said to be 
merely functionally disordered, and where 
- or altered sensation is the principal 

ature of the complaint. These affections 
of the nerves, from the circumstance of the 

jin being one of their principal characters, 
ave been denominated neuralgia ins of 
nerves. These are diseases which do not in 
general terminate fatally, so that we have 
not much opportunity of investigating them 
by examination after death. The pathology 

these affections is consequently but im- 
perfectly understood. 

It must be obvious to you that inflamma- 
tion of the nerve, that a case in which the 
nerve is actively inflamed, ought to be dis- 
tinguished from one in which the nerve is 
merely the seat of a painful sensation ; yet 
both of these, in technical language, come 
under the denomination of neuralgia. 

Now all nerves are not equally liable to 
these affections. It has been generally con- 
sidered that neuralgia is only incidental to 
the voluntary nerves—those that are dis- 
tributed to parts which are under the influ- 
ence of the will. We are not perhaps justi- 
fied in saying this decidedly, but, at all 
events, we know so little of neuralgic affec- 
tions of internal nerves, that is, those nerves 
which proceed from the different ganglia to 
the viscerm, that it may be almost said, 
with reference to our state of information on 
this subject, that they have no existence 
there. Ceriain nerves are more liable to 
them than others, and those most exposed 
to external influence, injuries, and violence 
of different kinds—those which are most 
habitually exerted—are in a state of the 
most constant and direct exertion—are the 
nerves which suffer most frequently. The 
great sciatic nerve, and the facial branches 
of the nervus trigeminus, are much more fre- 
quently the seat of neuralgic affection than 
any other. The affection of the sciatic nerve, 
— Sciatica, as it is called, is an example of 


inflammation of the nerve from which it de- 
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rives its name, or, at least, we very fre- 
quently see that form of the affection in 
this nerve. The complaint here is churac- 
terised by severe pain extending along the 
trunk of the nerve, whence it is to be traced 
along its various ramifications. Sometimes, 
however, the pain seems to begin in one of 
the branches, and to shoot along upwards 
towards the trank as well as downwards. 
This pain is aggravated by any motion, ex- 
ertion, or position, in which the nerve is 
subjected to pressure, by such diet as is at- 
tended with excitement, by external heat, 
and by all the various circumstances which 
are capable of aggravating an inflammatory 
affection. 

The disease, which in the first place ex- 
hibits an acute kind of character, marked 
with the symptoms I have mentioned, lasts 
a long time, and then becomes chronic, and 
shows itself more by a painful affection than 
by those symptoms which denote acute in- 
flammation of the nerve; then the pain 
will perhaps come on in fits, and there will 
be times when the patient is comparatively 
free from suffering. It is attended with a 
considerably impaired state of motion in the 
limb, and hence the muscles waste away, 
the limb shrinks, and, ultimately, if the 
disease lasts for a long time, falls into a 
state in which the patient has little power 
over it. 

Now, on examining these cases after death, 
which we seldom have an opportunity of 
doing, except in old and chronic cases, we 
sometimes find the nervous trunk exhibiting 
marks of inflammation ; that is, the nervous 
chords are surrounded by a thickened and 
indurated membrane, and the nerves them- 
selves seem expanded, in consequence, no 
doubt, of the effusion into the tissue which 
connects their filaments together. 

Treatment.—I1n the acute stage, local loss 
of blood is of advantage. Blood may be 
taken by cupping or leeches, and other means 
ofan antipblogistic character must also be 
employed ; rest of the affected part is abso- 
lutely necessary. This, however, is one 
which cannot be so effectively controlled by 
loss of blood as many other inflammations, 
You may obtain benefit to a certain degree, 
but you will find that the painful affection 
of the nerve will probably continue, and 
that repeated abstractions of blood, either 
generally or locally, will have no beneficial 
effect. In fact, the loss of blood beyond a 
certain extent will probably have an inju- 
rious effect, for a diminution of the general 
strength generally aggravates such a com- 
plaint. The loss of blood must, therefore, 
be moderate. Counter-irritation, particu- 
larly by blistering along the course of the 
nerve, has been ascertained to be an advan- 
tageous mode of treatment. You apply a 
blister over the course of the trunk, and 
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general mode of treatment—the 
of alterative doses of mercury, 


restore 
bathing. These, with counter-irrita- 
tion, constitute the measures to which you 
Must trust. 

The severe sufferings of the patient lead 
us, both in the chronic and acute stage of 
the disease, to the employment of narcotics, | 
which we should administer to procure re- 
lief, especially at night. In conjunction 
with these, the use of sarsaparilla inter- 
nally, particularly in the case of persons 
who have been long afflicted, is attended 
with considerable udvantage. 

Tie Douloureux.—The branches of the 
nerves distributed over the face—the branches 
of the fifth pair—are very frequently the seat 


disease, you are confined pretty | 


ients ; medicines calculated year 
health, sea-air, and | y 
‘it for a very great num 


place not merely at the seat of disease, but 
almost over the whole body, end are symp- 


this way year after 

, for the complaint is not very often 

I have known labour under 

of years, and die 

at last of a good old age, the length of life 

not having been abridged, apparently, by 

their sufferings, however severe these may 
have been. 

Causes.—The causes of the complaint are 
very obscure. In some instances other pain- 
ful diseases about the face bring iton. The 
occurrence of tic douloureux has been traced 
to the irritation of a carious tooth. In some 
instances disease of the bony canals through 
which the nerves pass has been found to be 
the cause; and this seems to be a probable 
source of the complaint, for if there be dis- 
ease in those canals, the constant irritation 


fatal, 


of neuralgia, which cannot be referred to kept up by them in the trunk of the nerve 
acute inflammation of the nerves. This| will very well account for the affection. On 
form of the affection is called tic douloureur | examining the cases, however, after death, 

facialis—neuralgia of the facial we find nothing that will enable us to account 
nerves. The affection is seated, generally, for the sufferings of the patients. I remem- 
in particular branches, in the infra-orbitary, ber attending a gentleman for a great many 
in the supra-orbitary, orin the branch which years who was the subject of tic douloureux 


comes out of the foramen near the chin, The 
pain, which is exceedingly intense and se- 
vere, commences in the trunk of the nerve, 
and shoots along the various branches. Some- 
times more than one branch is affected. The 
pain is by no means constant in this affec- 
tion ; the disease, in fact, consists of fits of 


pain, with iatervals of pretty complete ab- 
sence of it; the patient may be free from 


pain for weeks or months together; this is 
acircumstance which makes us extremely 
uncertain as to the actual cure of the dis- 
ease. We do not know when a patient can 
be said to be cured of an affection like this, 
because the complete absence of symptoms 
may merely be one of these intervals, and 
after all the symptoms have been apparently 


in a very marked form, and I dissected out 
the nerves of the face very carefully after 
death; but I could find noalteration in them, 
nor any thing in the brein to afford me in- 
formation on the subject. To be sure the 
negative proof is not very satisfactory—for to 
say that there was no disease of the nerves, 
in such a case it would be necessary to fol- 
low up all the nervous filaments throughout 
their bony canals, and that would require a 
very minute and a very long dissection ; I 
believe there have been hardly any cases so 
dissected. 

Treatment.—W are at a loss in the treat- 
ment of this case. In fact, there are agreat 
many remedies, which is a proof that there 
is none of generally-admitted efficacy. It 


removed, we may find the pain return again. has been said that this disease will be quiet- 
Now, words are hardly adequate to describe ,ed if you regulate the digestive organs, for 
the dreadful sensations of an attack of this you very often find those disturbed ; 
kind, and the excessive degree of pain tol bat the truth is that if a person have aclean 
which those afflicted by tic douloureux are tongue, and the stomach in a proper state at 


subject. Sometimes patients experience a 

kind of electric shooting, or darting, which | 
has been described by Frank to be like the | 
flashing of lightning. These shootings come | 
on from the mere motion of the affected part ;. 
for instance, in the act of mastication or de- 

glutition, or by the blowing of a little cold air| 
upon the face, or other slight causes of that | 
kind, The severity of these attacks is such, | 
that even patients of the greatest resolution 
and command of mind cannot contain them-. 
selves ; they scream out, throw their hands: 


up to their head, the eyes become filled with | 


tears, and the most excruciating agony is 


the time this disease commences, the parox- 
ysms of torturing pain are enough to disturb 
them. This, in fect, is so simple a mode of 
treatment, that if it were efficacious and 
could be depended on, of course it would be 
well known. Narcotic remedies have been 
tried in all forms; opium, hyoscyamus,conium, 
every thing that can be regarded asa remedy 
of this kind, and as capable of acting on the 
nervous system for the of soothing 
pain, has been employed. Of these I must 
observe that according to my own experi- 
ence the most powerful and the only one on 
which any reliance is to be placed is the 
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as soon as the sore | ienced. These convulsive motions take 
-— healed. In the chronic 
toms of the great agony which is experienc- 
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I have seen in several cases when 

largely, and at short intervals (and it 
must be given in such doses as will produce 
some of its peculiar effects on the nerves), 
that it has a d to put @ stop to the 
affection, an epparentty cured the dis- 
ease; but in many instances where persons 
have remained well for several months, and 
even in one case for a year, the disease has 
recurred, though it was again controlled by 
the exhibition of the conium. As a general 
measure, therefore, I place more reliance on 
the conium than on any thing else. You must 
combine with those medicines such measures 
as are calculated to prevent their unfavour- 
able action on the stomach and alimentary 
canal, taking care to ensure the regular ac- 
tion of those important organs. Mercury, 
arsenic, bark, oleum terebinth.,these have all 
been employed without any good effect. 
The carbonate of iron is a remedy in vogue, 
in large doses, beginning with half a scruple 


or a scruple, and carrying it on to a drachm | between 


take this view of the case, we shall 

@ much assortment of cases under 
head than has hitherto been customary, 
term neuralgia having hitherto been confinéd 


to of severely painful affections of 
This larger of the term 


has been 2 and more 
used of late. In a work published by Mr. 
Teale, of Leeds, on neuralgic affections 


ic 

of the nerves which proceed from the 
spinal chord and the various ganglia to the 
viscera of the thorax and abdomen; Mr. 
Teale employs the term neuralgia in this 
latter sense, These neuralgic affections 
will exist without any local infamanstion, 
that is, there will be pain or altered sensa- 
tion of various kinds, impaired or altered 
motions of different natures without any ap- 
parent inflammation. 

In considering the subject now before us, 
you most bear in mind the structure of the 
nervous system, and the relations that exist 
e nerves and other parts. Recol- 


or more, three or four times in the course of /lect that the nerves at one poor A are 
the twenty hours, and in certain instances connected to certain large masses ; that is, 
it bas been said that this medicine has pro- | the brain, the spinal chord, or the ganglia; 
duced beneficial effects. There are many | that they pursue a certain course through 


instances related in which a complete cure | 


the different parts of the body, and then are 


of neuralgic affection has been ascribed to | distributed to certain organs in which 


the employment of the carbonate of iron. 

In cases of neuralgic of the 
a ical operation has been a ; 
the affected nerve has been divided ; and, 
in certain instances, a temporary benefit has 
been derived from the operation, but very 
| am pe | the disease has come on again. So 

it now this plan is pretty generally aban- 


doned. 

Diseases of particular Nerves.—Sciatica 
and tic douloureux are cases of neuralgic 
affection of a very marked character ; but 
there are a great ber of instances of 
affections, the seat of which must be ascribed 
to the nerves, that are by no means so 
a marked, which are yet of consider- 
able importance from the suffering and in- 
convenience they produce. There are a num- 
ber of affections of this kind in which pain 
or altered sensation of various kinds is ex- 
perienced, without any local disease which 
might lead us to suspect the existence of in- 
flammation. Hence arises, in common lan- 

e, the expression nervous diseases, a 
term which does not indicate any thing in 
their seat or nature, but which is rether to 
be understood as a negative term employed 
where there is no apparent inflammation, 
and which is a common kind of disease. 

The nerves are the seat of sensation and 
motion; they convey the determination of 
the will, and they are the instruments of 
motion as well as of sensation, so that vari- 
ous cases in which the movements of a part 
are disturbed ought, perhaps, also to be 
classed under the uead of neuralgia. If we 


become the instruments of sensation 
motion. Now, in investigating any case in 
which the sensation or the motions of a part 
are affected as I have described, without 
any local disturbance of an inflammatory 
kind, or any organic change, you must not 
direct your attention wer A to the in 
which the sensation is said by the patient to 
reside ; you must observe the course of the 
nerve, and you must also inves the 
state of the nervous mass with which the 
other extremity of the nerve is connected. 
It is from impressions on the extremities of 
the nerves expanded on the various organs, 
that sensations are ordinarily to be ascer- 
tained. The course of the nerve and the con- 
nexion which it has with the principal ner- 
vous mass, are not under ordinary circum- 
stances exposed to any kind of impression. 
When, therefore, from disease in the nervous 
mass or disease affecting the course of the 
nerve, irritation arises, we find it is referred 
by the patient to the sentient extremity of 
the nerve, although there may be no disease 
or attack at that part. Thus we often find 
the cause of disease to be very remote from 
the situation in which the patient describes 
the symptoms to exist, and in order to de- 
scribe those cases, for, as I have just men- 
tioned, they are often very obscure, we must 
examine carefully the state of the nervous 
mass at the part which is connected with the 
nerve supposed to be diseased; we must 
examine carefully the course of the latter 
from the nervous mass to the affected 

in order to ascertain what part is ina state 
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disease. Until have 80 done you cannot 
be satisfied saan the source of the local 
symptoms. The instances are numerous in 
which the complaint is seated in.the head ; 
and the affection of the brainhas produced an 
alteration of the state of the external parts. 
“You may have squinting, double vision, the 
paralysis of the levator palpebra superioris, 
and impaired motions of different parts. 1 
lately had a case of this kind under my care. 
Tt was that of a lady in whom numbness of the 
right foot had come on. She did not pay much 
attention to it, forthe sensation was nota very 
troublesome one. After it had continued 
for about two for three weeks, numbness 
of the right hand occurred. She described 
the sensation by the term numbness, as being 
the nearest word she could use to convey an 
accurate notion of the comp'aint. It was a 
+ =e dull sensation of the part, quite 

ifferent to any ordinary feeling, but unat- 
tended with impaired motion either of the 
hand or foot, which she was able to exert, 
and all the motions of which she could per- 
form. After these symptoms had lasted three 
or four months I saw her, and found the = 
inflamed from the remedies that had been 
used ; her bowels had been opened and she 
had been bled. She felt weak, complained 
of the want of flesh, and would not for a mo- 
ment suppose there was any disease either 
in the hand or foot. My attention was 
chiefly directed to the state of her head, to 
ascertain if there was any thing there to 
lead me to a right understanding of the case, 
for there was no reason to suppose that any 
thing wrong existed in the spinal chord. On 
examining her head it appeared that she had 
some little pain there, but nothing very defi- 
nite or particular. Her pulse was very small 
and feeble. In this case the abstraction of 
blood from the head, the application of cold, 
particularly to the forehead, the employment 
of mild aperient medicines, and a regulated 
diet, subsequently the application of blisters 
to the back of the neck, and the use, rather 
free use, of mercury, but not carried so far 
as to affect the mouth, completely removed 
the sensations and restored the lady to health. 
But a difficulty occurred in the treatment of 
this case, from the apparent incongruity be- 
tween the feeble and reduced state of the 
pulse, with her own sensation of feebleness, 
and the nature of the measures that seemed 
necessary to reduce the excitement in the 


ment, which, under other circumstances» 
could not have been permitted. Now, this 
was an instance of alteration in some remote 
parts of the body in consequence of disease 
going on in the bey 

The pains and convulsive motions, the 
cramps and uneasiness, that are produced in 
consequence of the irritation of the spinal 
marrow by caries of the vertebra, are exam- 
ples of neuralgic affections ing from 
causes affecting the spinal chord; and [ 
should here observe to you that Mr. Teale, 
in the work I have mentioned, ascribes a 
large class of cases in which there is pain- 
ful or altered sensation of various kinds 
either in the neck or trunk, or in the 
limbs, to disease existing in the spinal chord ; 
which disease is evidenced in many cases, 
he says, by an external tenderness on pres- 
sure ascertainable by examination in that 
region, He says also that in his opinion 
varivus affections of the contents both of the 
thorax and the abdomen are to be ascribed 
to a similar condition of the ganglia situat- 
ed in those cavities, and with which he says 
au affection of the spinal chord co-exists ; 
so that you have the same symptoms point- 
ing out these affections of the ganglia, as you 
bave where the disease exists in the spinal 
chord. I think you will find the view this 
gentleman has given and the cases he has 
stated well wortly of attention ; and I shall 
be satisfied with referring you to them ; 
merely observing, that in the instance to 
which he has referred he states, the painful 
affections in question, after lasting for 
months, and indeed for years, have been 
quickly and effectually relieved by the ab- 
straction of blood from the affected part of 
the spine, and the application of blisters in 
that situation, 
In the same way you have local nervous 
affections which act on the central masses of 
the nerves, and extend to distant parts of the 
body. Every one has experienced what is 
called the foot or the leg going to sleep, an 
effect which is produced by pressure on the 
sciatic or popliteal nerve. e sensation is 
not experienced at the place of pressure, but 
often at the extremity of the limb. I remem- 
ber two instances of aneurism of the axillary 
artery which came under myattention, where 
in the first place the symptoms were totally 
mistaken. The pain, which was of the most 
violent kind, was limited in the first place to 


head. Indeed in one of those moments of 
feebleness she had experienced such a fit of 
fainting as required the liberal use of ammo- 
nia and brandy. Yet in forty-eight hours 
afterwards, she experienced great relief from 
the abstraction of thirteen ounces of blood, | 
and notwithstanding her feebleness | was 
enabled, with the assistance of ber husband 
(who was made sensible of the necessity of 


the measures), to pursue a course of treat. | 


the arm and forearm,—and treatment was 
adopted under the apprehension of its being 
rheumatism ; (I remember on one of them 
seeing a large red surface where a blister 
had been placed under the idea of so remov- 
ing the pain.) It appeared that the uneasy 
sensations arose from the development of the 
aneurismal tumour in the midst of the axil- 
lary plexus of nerves ; and the death of both 
of the patients enabled me to ascertain that 
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the tumonur not from 


the nerves, but t some of them were/|- 


actually flattened out into the form of tapes 
its pressure. 

Wee developed in the course of any 
nerve will cause an extremely painful sensa- 
tion. Mechanical injury of any kind to the 
trunks of nerves bas had similar effects. It 
is necessary, therefore, that you should care- 
fully give the utmost attention in investigat- 
ing what, in common language, are called 
nervous diseases, and which we consider to 
come under the head of neuralgia. 

I should observe that there are some cases 
of particular pain of which we are at a loss 
to give any account,—some cases where 
there isa particular pain, owing perhaps to 
something existing in the alimentary canal, 
which pain has been removed at the same 
time that the cause I have mentioned is re- 
moved. I remember a case of this kind 
which I should be at a loss fully to explain. 
A person lost a part of a front tooth ; the 
crown of the tooth was sawn out, leaving 
the root in its place, and the part removed 
was replaced by a tooth of that kind which 
is called a pivot tooth, and in which there is 
a metallic stem substituted for that which 
has been lost ; that metallic stem being fixed 
into the cavity of the roof left in the socket. 
This person had a most dreadful pain in the 
two thumbs, which quite puzzled the patient 
and those who saw him, as no circumstance 
had occurred to him ofa marked kind except 
the putting in of this tooth. But when the 

was taken out the pain ceased. They 
would hardly believe that this could have 
produced the pain, and the tooth, therefore, 
was replaced to ascertain the actual fact, 
when the pain again occurred in the thumbs, 
and the parties were obliged either to aban- 
don the use of the tooth altogether, or to re- 
duce the metallic pivot. This last they did, 
and then the pain was not produced. The 
case was communicated to me by those who 
saw it, 

[A friend informed us that he is ac- 
quainted with a person who suffers a very 
acute and peculiar pain in the upper incisor 
teeth (which are perfectly sound) whenever 
the bladder is unusually distended with 
urine, and the pain ceases the moment the 
fluid has been evacuated.—Ep. L.] 


PHYSICIANS ONLY,—CAN PRESCRIBE. 
Tue following has been transmitted to us 
as a prescription written by a Dus residing 
ulph. magnes. exsic, 383 ; 
Magnes. calcin,, 3 j ; 
Acid. tart. 
Sode carb. a., 
M., ft. pulv. xij. 


EPIDEMIC FEVER OF IRELAND; 
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Cases of Fever on the Books of the Sich- 
Poor Institution for the years 1826-7-8. 


1826 : 


Feb..... 78 
March .. 71 
April ..172 
May ....356 
June....520 
July ....617 
Aug... ..901 
Sept...1,035 
Oct. ..1,248 
Nov. ..804 
Dec... 1,447 


1827 : 


Jan... ..912 
405 


Aug. ..261 
Sept. ..125 
Oct... ..136 
Nov. ..116 
Dec. ..129 


1828 : 


Jan......93 
Feb. ....103 
March ..74 
April ....95 
May ....65 
June ....76 
July ....61 
Aug. ....84 
Sept. 
Oct. .... 93 
Nov.....106 
Dec..... 85 


The districts of the Sick-Poor Institution 
comprise seven parishes, in the poorest part 
of the city, containing in all, according to 
the census taken in 1821, a population of 
59,788. 

Two years and a half have elapsed since 
the last visitation of epidemic fever. 

That after so long a lapse of time, ata 

riod when we are free from it, it should 

a subject to occupy these pages may seem 
strange. 

It is not when an overwhelming evil 
presses up%n us that we are most capable of 
forming a cool and impartial estimate of its 
nature or its causes, or of deciding upon the 
best preventive or remedial measures. 

It is after the evil has passed away that 
we often best determine what should have 
been our measures; and if that evil, as = 
demic fever, be of such a nature as to ren 
its recurrence probable, we may, in the in- 
terval, best decide what should be our future 
course, 

Experience has taught us, that we cannot 
flatter ourselves with the hope of an ex- 
emption, of any considerable duration, from 
epidemic fever; we are to expect its recur- 
rence, and we should be prepared to meet 
it. The time for deciding upon the course 
to be pursued will not be when fever, hav- 
ing again set in, may be rising around us 
with an average increase of upwards of 150 
cases per month. Such a period would call 
for active efforts, not for doubting experi- 
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| April ..978 | 
| May....263 | 
| June 1.264 | 
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ment or . The t time may, 
deliberate conside: 


us. 
The knowledge of the cause of an evil is 
& main step towards its removal or preven- 
tion. The following pages will, I trust, in 
the instance before us, afford such know- 
ledge, and prove that, in the production of 


emic fever in Ireland, there is one cause | ( 


epi 
of ount influence. 
hat prevention, especially of epidemic 
disease, is more desirable than fo is a 
position that will not be disputed, whether 
~~ as a question of humanity or of 
calculati 

The heondoles above alluded to, should 
epidemic fever again impend, will instruct 
us in adopting measures the best adapted to 
meet the threatened evil. 

Called at an early period of the epidemic 
fever of 1826, as medical inspector of the 
parish of St. Catherine, to give my advice 
and exertion to meet the increasing evil, 
my attention was in the first instance natu- 
rally turned to ascertain what had most in- 
fluence in its production, in order that the 
efforts made might have a proper direction, 
and that the means which policy and huma- 
nity afforded might not be wasted. The 
rise of fever was so sudden, its spreading so 
alarming, that the most prompt exe 
were required, and it was a matter of the 
greatest moment, that in such circumstances 
means or time should not be expended in 


vain. 

Amid conflicting opinions that existed as 
to the cause of the epidemic, I turned for 
information to the histories of previous simi- 
lar visitations. With very trifling shades of 
distinction, all the epidemics of the last 
century and a half have presented the same 
characters. I may mention, as points of 
resemblance, their commencing among the 
poor, their continuation through all seasons, 
the frequent relapses, the comparative ex- 
emption of the wealthy, dearly purchased, 
however, by the much greater relative mor- 
tality. These features all the epidemics of 
this country have presented in common, 
Rogers, whose iption of the epidemics 
of this country is universally acknowledged 
to be accurate, says, ‘‘ Though at first view 
(to a person who hath not made the present 
argument the object of his serious thoughts 
for some years past) there may seem to have 
appeared amongst us, at different times, se- 
veral successions of different fevers, yet I 
may safely venture to affirm, from a series 
of observations carried on for the space of 
nearly four-and-twenty years, that no new 
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essa 
to go into the min: symptoms, w 

prove the correctness of the opinion ad- 
vanced, that all our epidemics have been 


from the fever which usually prevails in 
this 


to any other.¢ It is starcely necessary 
Observe, that in the epidemic of 1826, the 
lines of resemblance marking it as be 

ing to the same family were as strong as 
any of its predecessors. It raged through 
summer, through autumn, through winter, 
It commenced among the poor, continued 
with them, spared the rich, and presented, 
in a high degree, what - be put down as 
peculiarly characteristic of our epidemics— 
frequent relapses. 

It thus appears that all our epidemics 
have been of the same kind, visitations at 
different times (only to a greater or lesser 
extent) of the same 

Like effects generally follow like causes. 
The epidemics which Grane at different 
times, during a space of one hundred years, 
have presented the same characters. It was 
reasonable to infer, that they owed their 
origin to some common cause; my atten- 
tion was, therefore, turned to ascertain what 
that common cause was. For this no mode 
of inquiry seemed better adepted than the 
inductive, to group together all the epide- 
mics of which we have accurate accounts, 
noting the circumstances that accompanied 
or preceded each, and ascertaining if among 
them there was some one condition inva- 
riably present which, according to the laws 
of this mode of inquiry, would then be that 
common cause. 

It is not my intention in this essay to go 
into a laboured or obscure discussion on the 
nature of fever. My object is a practical 
good. It matters little for the end to be 
attained, the prevention or removal of fever, 
whether the cause which shall be proved to 
be paramount in its production be, in the 
language of medicine, a proximate or a re- 
mote, a predisposing or an exciting cause, 


* Essay on Epidemic Diseases, by Joseph 
Rogers, M.D. ” 

+ Appendix to first Re 
mittee of the House of 
State of Disease in Ireland, p. 73. 


t Vide Rutty, pp. 24, 52, 56,87, 183, &c. 


of the Com- 
on the 


| 
us during that space.”* “ It is the gene- 
’ ral opinion, that the diseases do not differ 
7 can come to it without any bias, to which, 
4 during the presence of the evil, excited 
Solow. local circumstances, or prejudices, 
; partial views, or specious authority, might 
| lof the same nature. I might refer to Rut- 
iy |ty’s History of the Diseases of Dublin for 
the space of fort years, in which the minute 
| | descriptions of the epidemics for that period 
ye and they were very numerous) agree so 
- |closely, that the detailed symptoms of any 
7 one epidemic might be taken as belongin 
| 
| 
- 
x 
| | 
| 


the above mode of I 
a the tect 
fevers of this country of the last hun- 


preceded or ied them. 
1728—Spring mild; summer cold and wet, 
ice in the Liffey 23d June; autumn and 
winter variable ;* three bad harvests in 
succession. Provisions at an extravagant 


price.t 

1729—Spring cold and dry ; summer dry; 
autumn wet; winter open.t Scarcity of 
crop; distress continued; housekeepers 
begging bread in the streets of Dublin.§ 

1730—Spring variable; summer wet; au- 
tamn variable; winter » mild, dry.|| 

1731—Spring dry: summer jot; autumn 
variable ; winter wet and warm ;** dis- 
tress still prevailing. Fever commenced 
in 1728, and lasted to 1732. 

1734—Summer wet; autumn variable ; win- 
ter mild; harvest bad, much straw and 
little grain. 

1735—-Summer again cold and wet; au- 
tumn wet ; winter open. Fruits and grain 
very backward. 

1736—One of the hottest summers remem- 
bered; autumn fair; winter open. Pe- 
techial fever appeared in winter of 1754, 


* Rutty, pp. 12, 22, 26. . 
t “Scarcity drove the poor to begin with 
their be fore were full wn, 


potatoes 
so that they have lost half the benefit of 
them. Oatmeal is, at this distance from har- 
vest, in many parts of this kingdom, three 
times the customary price.” —Boulter’s Let- 
ters, March, 1727. It may not be amiss to 
remind the reader, that March, 1727, in 
Boulter’s letters, is, according to the present, 
and to a computation even then not unfre- 
quently adopted, March, 1828. Boulter, in 
common with many writers of the day, dated 
by the civil or legal year, which in England 
commenced on the 25th of March, which 
mode of reckoning was in use until the reign 
of George II., when the same act of Parlia- 
ment that altered the style, decreed that 
the year should henceforth commence on the 
firstday of January. The time between the 
two periods being often marked thus, as 
February, 1751-52. 
¢ Rutty, pp. 12, 22, 26. 

Commercial Restraints of Ireland, p. 44. 

Rutty, pp. 12, 22, 26. 

“In the year 1731, there was a great 
deficiency in the public revenue, and the 
national debt had considerably increased. 
The exhausted kingdom lay under great 
difficulties by decay of trade, the 
city of money, the universal poverty 
the country.” Ibid. p. 46. ™ 


. * Rutty, pp. 12, 22, 26, 


or 
continued 1735, became fre 
quent and fatal in summer of 1736, and 


disappeared in autuma of the same * 
which brought a most abundant hervest. 
(Vide Rutty.) : 
1739—Spring cold ; summer wet; thermo- 
meter not higher than in May; autemn 
variable ; winter cold ; most intense frost, 
continuing with scarcely an intermission 
from the 27th of December to the 14th of 
February of the following year. Potatoes, 
the food of the poor, destroyed in the pits ; 
tillage interrapted in spring, ‘‘ Great 
dearth of provisions this autumn, 1740, 
which proceeded almost to a famine in win- 
ter ; the potatoes having failed, while other 
provisions bore double or treble their 
usual price.”* Fever appeared in sum- 
mer of 1740, increased in autumn, and 
rose to a terrific degree of violence in 


spring and summer of 1741. 80,000 per- 
sons died of fever dysentery, and in this 
epidemic.t 


1798—Summer and autamn of 1797 wet, 
crops scanty, fuel scarce. 1798, gentry 
flying out of the country ; poor out of em- 
ployment ; tillage neglected; consequent 
Starvation. Fever prevalent in spring of 
1798, spread in the end of summer to a 
frightful extent. 

1799—Summer wet and cold; general de- . 
ficiency in the crops. Fever now assumed 
& most malignant type. 

1800—Sammer unusually hot and dry, but 
followed, like the previous wet summer, 
by deficient crops; the crops, moreover, 
of very bad quality ; the people in a state 
of starvation. Malignant fever continued 
from 1798, now raged to an unprecedent- 
ed degree, began to decline only in the 
harvest of 1801, which was most 
ant, disappeared at length in summer of 
1802 


1817—Crops of the preceding year very de- 
ficient, did not arrive at maturity; corn 
was uncut in November, much of it lost. 
Corn saved was green in the husk, or 
malted; potatoes scanty, wet, unripe. 
No straw even for the beds of the poor ; 
turf also deficient. This combined defi- 
ciency of food, fuel, and bedding, felt 
most severely in winter and apring of 
1816-17, when fever appeared, which be- 
came very prevalent in summer of 1817. 
Spring and summer of 1817 wet, cold, and 
unproductive, as the preceding year. 

1818—Spring moist ; summer unusually hot ; 
crops good; provisions in abundance, 
The epidemic, which had risen in spri 
of 1817, continued to increase at a | 
rate through summer, winter, spring, and 
summer again, until the autumn of 1818, 


* Rutty, p. 83. 
t O'Connell Observationes Medicinales. 


FEVER OF 
| 
dred years, noting, at the same time, in the 
briefest terms, the circumstances or occur- ; 


which brought with it a most abundant 
supply of food, fuel, and bedding. Fever 
at very same time began to decline, 
and soon after disappeared. 
1826—Potatoe crop of the preceding year, 
1825, very deficient at the termination of 
summer, when this deficiency of the poor 
™man’s crop was most severely felt. The 
weavers in Dublin were, by a sudden re- 
verse of trade, thrown out of employment 
to the number of 20,000, Fever appeared 
rising rapidly in spring of 1826, reached 
a terrific height in winter following, de- 
clined in summer of 1827, and disappeared 
in autumn. Summer of 1827 produced 
an almost unparalleled abundance of crops. 


T have thus thrown together, with a con- 
cise notice of the most remarkable preced- 
accompanying circumstances, the 


ing or 
principal epidemics of the last hundred 


It is a maxim in philosopbizing, that we 
must, as far as possible, assign like causes 
to like effects ; and if upon a general view 
of all the instances adduced, we find some 
one condition invariably present to that 
condition, we give the name of cause. 
“* We give the name of cause to the object 
which we believe to be the invariable ante- 
cedent ofa particular change.”* Epidemic 
fevers are the like effects; we must, if pos- 
sible, assign them like causes. Upon a ge- 


neral view of these, with the accompanying | pota 


» we find one condition inva- 
riably present, famine, that we therefore 
= down as their common cause. 

ven @ rapid glance over the table, as I 
have congel | it, will show, that however 


all other circumstances, as time, season, | poor 


climate, might have varied, this one condi- 
tion, famine, was never absent. No matter 
how climate altered, or seasons revolved, how 
summer or winter rolled on, so sure as 
want , 80 certainly did pestilence 
follow. The two have also ever kept pace 
with one another, as the degree of want, so 
has been the extent of fever. In 1728, an 
epidemic appeared that lasted for four years. 
It was preceded by bad harvests: unparal- 
leled distress, ven among the middle classes 
of society, prevailed for nearly four years. 
In 1734, after an unproductive harvest, 
fever set in, and after two years’ duration, 
disappeared in 1736, when an abundant crop 
was gathered. 

In 1739 and 40 there was a great dearth 
of provisions, which continued until the 
harvest of 1741, and so long, although there 
was every variety of weather, did the epi- 
demic continue, defying alike the heat of 
summer, and the supposed fever-destroying 
influence of winter. As if to make the 


* Brown on Cause and Effect. 
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cause of epidemic fever so palpable as not 
to be over, unless by the most obsti- 
nate blindness, in the following year 1742, 
when bread was selling twenty-one pounds 
for a shilling, there was scarcely a case of 
fever to be seen among the lower classes. 

The summer of 1797 was, as already 
noted, unpropitious to the fruits of the 
earth—constant rain prevented the layi 
up even of fuel. The state of the crop 
of the country in 1798, was not such as to 
bring relief. The tempest of civil war was 
sweeping the kingdom; the gentry fled; 
all connexion, save that of party between 
the higher classes and their dependants, 
was severed. The peasants were either in 
arms, or driven from their homes; tillage 
was neglected, and the scanty supply of 
food raised was further lessened by the 

the fiendish ravages of the two 
parties. What the season spared, man de- 
stroyed. Want increased, and with in- 
creased want came increasing fever. 

This epidemic, which appeared in the 
spring of 1798, was in the latter end of the 
year abroad asa plague. In 1799, the crop 
was again deficient, fever assumed new the 
worst form of typhus, but was still, in great 
measure, confined to the poor, The sum- 
mer of 1800 came; it was a strong contrast 
to the summers that had preceded it; they 
had been wet and cold, this was hot and dry. 
A burning sun withered the corn and the 
toes. Scarcity became so great, that 
distillation from grain was prohibited, and 
bounties were given on imported corn; but 
under such circumstances the mass of the 
poor were still in want. Fever assumed a 
malignancy that enabled it to burst from the 
among the rich, and few in civil or 
military life escaped. It continued with 
unabated violence, unti! Providence sent, in 
1801, a most abundant barvest, and then, 
and only then, a fever that had raged through 
all variations of temperature of climate and 
season for a space of four years, began to 
subsi”e, 


We may pause for a little on this epi- 


demic. It arose in the commencement of 
the terrible, and never-to-be-forgotten, year 
of 1798, continued through all seasons un- 
influenced alike by the wet and cold sum- 
mers of 1799, or the tropical sun of 1800, or 
the again succeeding winter. The afflicted 
people looked to cold, to rain, to snow, to 
purify the air, or destroy contagion. Want 
continued, with want fever, until in the 
spring of 1801, at the end of three years 
from its commencement, it assumed a ma- 
lignancy that defied all human power. 

Was it stopped by change of climate? 
For three successive years every variety in 
climate hed in turn existed; the summers 
had been cold or unusually hot, dry, or 
pouring down torrents of rain; it would, 
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therefore, be idle to charge climate with the 

uction of the evil, or to attribute to cli- 
mate its cessation. The epidemic had de- 
fied all its changes ; in the autumn of 1801 
came 28 plentiful crop, and then fever began 
to decline. The crop of 1801 was un- 
equalled for goodness and abundance, and 
accordingly, before the end of the summer 
of 1802, the terrible visitant that boo defied 
every other er to remove it, disappear- 
ed before supply of food. 

I may mention here, as a passing obser- 
vation, that the check of the epidemic in 
1801 was attributed by some of the writers 
of the day to a fall of rain which occurred 
in the autumn of 1801. This opinion 
scarcely deserves a serious confutation. 
Those who held such an opinion, must have 
shut their eyes to what had taken place the 
preceding year, when, at the same period, 
a similar occurrence took J op namely, an 
unusual fall of rain ; but the same effect did 
not follow, for one overlooked condition to 
give this rain its miraculous power was ab- 
sent, a supply of food. 

We come now to the epidemic of 1817, 
18, and 19, which nearly equalled the pre- 
ceding. Ifthe population of Ireland at that 

iod be reckoned at six millions, ‘‘ it will 
a exaggeration to state, that one million 
anda balf of s suffered from an attack 


of fever inthe time included between the com- 
mencement of the year 1817, and the middle 


of 1819; of these, at least 65,000 died, and 
of the upper ranks in society attacked, at 
least one-third perished. In the course of 
two years, commencing with September 1817, 
in Dublin alone, more than 42,000 patients 
were received into hospitals, giving one- 
fifth as the apparent number of those at- 
tacked, but the number of sufferers in 
reality very far exceeded this; for it will 
be no exaggeration to say, that at least as 
many more went through the fever in their 
homes. 


This epidemic bore a very striking resem- 
blance to that of 1798. In duration there 
was a difference of two years, and in the 
duration of the cause, famine, we find a cor- 
responding difference. The epidemic of 
1798 lasted nearly four years; want from 
deficient crops prevailed just so long, com- 
mencing with the bad harvest of 1797, and 
ceasing on the gathering in of the abundant 
crop of 1801. The epidemic of 1817 lasted 
but two years. Want began to be severely 
felt after the bad harvest of 1816, and dis- 
appeared on the coming in of the abundant 
= of 1818. 

ese are convincing proofs that the causes 
of these epidemics have been famine. We 
find not alone that of all the circumstances 
attending them famine has been the condition 
never failingly present, and therefore to be 
marked as the paramount cause; but we 


find that fever has endured jast so long as 
famine, and that when the latter has ceased 
the former bas quickly disappeared, When 
we find two objects, the one invariably fol- 
lowing the other, we put them down as cause 
andeffect. This is all, in my meni 
we know of the connexion een them, 
and the connexion between famine and fever 
is just as close as between any other two 
objects that are designated with universal 
admission by these names. 

It is scarcely to call to the re- 
collection the summer of 1816, cold and wet 
—corn uncut in November, or rotting in the 
sheaves on the ground ; potatoes not ripened 
(and when unripe there t be worse 
food), containing more water than nutriment; 
Straw at such an extravagant price as to ren- 
der the obtaining of it for bedding almost 
impossible, and when procured, retaining 
from its half-fermented state so much mois- 
ture, that the use was, perhaps, worse than 
the wantofit. The same t that de; - 
ed the harvest spoiled the turf. Seldom did 
such a multiplication of evils come together. 
In some of the former years, although food 
and bedding were deficient, the portion saved 
was of seed entiiie, and fuel was not want- 
ing ; but in 1816 every comfort that might 
have atoned for partial want was absent. 
This description applies to the two years of 
1816 and 1817. At midsummer of 1817 the 
blaze of fever was over the entire country, 
It had burst forth almost in a thousand dif- 
ferent points. Within the short space of a 
month in the summer of 1817, the epidemic 
sprung forth in Tramore, Youghal, Kinsale, 
Tralee, and Clonmel, in Csrrick-on-Suir, 
Roscrea, Ballina, Castlebar, Belfast, Armagh, 
Omagh, Londonderry, Monastereven, Tulla- 
more, and Slane. ‘This simultaneous break- 
ing-out shows that there must have beer 
some universal cause. 

Although the bursting forth of fever about 
the same time in all the places mentioned 
above, made this the most remarkable epoch 
from which to designate it a general epide- 
mic ; it had commenced through the greater 
part of Connaught in the autumn of 1816, 
anticipating its appearance in the other parts 
ofthe country by at leastsix months. ‘This 
fact, on calling to mind the peculiar cireum- 
stances of the province of Connaught, affords 
further confirmation of the opinion advanced 
that famine and fever are related as cause 
and effect. In Connaught the bulk of the 
people are more dependent on the immedi- 
ate crop of the year, and especially ou the 
potatoe crop, than in most other parts of 
Ireland. Hence want immediately ensues 
on the occurrence of an unproductive harvest. 
No sooner, therefore, in the autumn of 1816, 
was famine felt from the deficient crop than 
pestilence followed, raging with geet vio- 


lence through the country parts of the pro- 
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was later, commencing in a masked manner 
about April, 1819. 

We have in this epidemic, fever following 
famine as closely 
in every instance appearance 
valence of the one, @ correct indication of 
the commencement and an accurate mea- 


for its rise on and progress on 
climate, season, ic influence, 


peared, Distress of the 
epi- | during the summer, so did fever, and about 
demic fever was later by a year than in other | the middle of the following winter, 1826-27, 
when distress had reached its acme, fever 
had attained a height unprecedented im 1817 
i food still warding off fever. (or 18. 
in the epidemic was later in its appear-| The stagnation of trade, the want of food, 
than in any other part of Ireland. The | and the extent of disease, being immediately 
of the poor came more immedietely under their inspection, made a strong impres- 


observation of the opulent. The | sion on the wealthy. Subscriptions poured in. 
er im proportion in their number At the commencement of the winter of 1826- 
country, came forward freely, | 27, plans were brought into effective ope~ 
largely to relieve the suffer- | ration, which afforded a sufficient supply of 
as soon as the eilects of the| wholesome and nutritious food. The good 
harvest of em- i 
yment was provided for the . A 
committee was selected from 
and wealthy of the city, ealled, from their 
place of meeting, the Mansion House Com- 
ittee, By their exertions, the evil effects | li 
of want were comparatively but little felt in commencement. Here, as in every former 
the city, and fever was kept at a distance, instance, we have epidemic fever appearing 
Dublin was thus, by active exertion, cir-| after the approach of want, i 
cumstanced as the towns in Connaught al- | with its exteat, aud vanishing with its re~ 
realy deseribed, and it was vot until the oo- | moval. 
currence of the seoond bad harvest, that of| A measure dicta a motives; 
4817, Unat the epidemic appeared in the of benevolence, but followed by disastrous 
capital, Fever was now, September 1817, | consequences, was carried into operation at 
universally diffused over the country, and this period. When subscriptions were col« 
coutinued unabated until the autuma of lected for the relief of the weavers, it was 
1818, when a fine harvest brought an abun- agreed on all hands that they should not be 
dant supply of good provisions. Just at supported in idleness, and that however ua- 
this time, immediately on the people being | productive the result, they should be em- 
supplied with food, the epidemic began to ployed at some kind of ‘abour. It was de- 
declive in the country parts, in Connaught cided that they should be turned to some 
especially ; while in other places, as Dublin, labour foreign from their own, in order to 
where it was necessary to the removing of allow time for the consumption of the stock 
want that trade should revive, its decline | on hand, that a want might be thus created, 
which it was hoped would bring them back 
. again gradually, but surely, to their own 
* Vide Barker's and Cheyno's report. | trade. 


FRE 


ERE 


4 . vince. Bat while the country parts, at this 
severely, the thriving towns of the province, | 
/ Westport and Castlebar, were 
j free ; it was not until six months after, | 
;g towards Midsummer of 1817, when distress | 
and want became general, that these towns | 
,% im common with others began to suffer any | sure of the extent of the other. 
_ considerable extent. If the epidemic had} The next epidemic worthy of note, is that 
| of 1826-27, The table, at the head of the 
re article, gives a correct view of its rise and 
. > sulle | progress. Certainly not more than one half 
in common witb the parts immediately around | of patients visited with fever seek the ac- 
4g them. They possessed for some time, at comimodation of a hospital, so that the dis- 
| least, one immunity which their more inland | pensary report gives the more accurate 
‘an and less thriving neighbourhoods wanted, return. 
an immunity from famine, and in the same| It will be readily remembered, that the 
; degree they enjoyed it from fever. summer of 1825 was very unproductive. 
Another part of Lreland furnishes a similar |The great drought checked the growth of 
@q example of the power of a supply of food in| all crops. Potatoes were particularly de- 
= keeping off epidemic fever. When distress ficient. In the commencement of the win- 
> and want had become even very general, ihe |ter, by a sudden reverse of trade, more than 
-— inhabitants of Wexford and Dingle enjoyed 20,000 weavers in the liberty were thrown 
comparative abundance from the fisheries, |out of employment. Epidemic fever 
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This is not the place to discuss the merits 
of the principle which dictated the measure, 
or to point out its fal , but only to allude 
tothe physical effects that followed it, asa 
caution against the adoption again of such 
@ course. 

- The weavers were men constantly con- 
fined to a sitting posture, in close rooms 
of an uniform . their bodies 


Their trade was 


un- 

employed, and of course rendering feeble, 
those muscles which are required in other 
kinds of labour.* They were thus, from 
confinement, from the temperature in which 
they lived, from the posture in which they 
worked, from the very manipulations of 
their trade, the worst prepared perhaps of 
the community for @ transition in their 
mode of life, or a ch in their habits of 
labour. It need observed, that 
those tradesmen (at least many of them) 
had passed the greater portion of long lives 
ju the circumstances described, and it will 
not therefore be wondered at, that they 
should have fallen ‘‘ like shrubs beneath the 
ison blast,” when taken from their former 
way of life; they were sent, under the addi- 
tioval privations—want of food and de- 
spondency of mind, in the commencement of 
Sebean break stones upon the public 

ways. 

heorden, which had been heretofore be- 
stowed on de trade and want, was now 
turned to meet overpowering pestilence. 
Among the meusures adopted, soup-kitchens 
were established in most parishes of the city. 
The convalescent after moving and 
those on dispensary lists who had gone 
through the disease in their own homes, 
were supplied with food. The good effects 
were soun apparent. Inthe spring of 1827, 
the epidemic began to decline, Providence 

the country with a most productive 
harvest, and in less than a year from its 
commencement, this epidemic that had 
threatened, from the sudcenness with which 
it arose, and the rapidity with which it pro- 
Greseed, to surpass all former visitations, had 
isa) peared. 

(Ther of this valuable paper will 
be given in our next Number. We have 
to apologize to Dr. Corri for the length 
of time that it has been in hand, but from 
what is now passing in Ireland, it could 
searcely have been published at a more 
opportune period than the present.— Ep. L.} 


* Muscles of the spine for example. 
Hence we find weavers ia age more 
labourcrs, 
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ON PRUSSIC ACID. 
Ma. A Boota, 
By arauam Bo Experimental 


I wave often found in my experiments 
upon prussic acid, both ag obtained in 
commerce and my own manufacture, that 
the quantity of real acid present may vary 
very considerably, and that whilst a speci- 
men may possess the peculiar physical pro- 
perties of the more concentrated acid, it may 
yet be found to contain but a very smail 


arded peagetion of the substance. 


rength.—Vhat the variable reports of 
the doses of this medicine owe their rise to 
something more than the peculiar idiosya- 
cracy of certain constitutions, very 
certain, when we consider the fact. 
The specific gravity of the acid is no certain 
criterion of its strength, as in proportion as 
that increases, so in a greater ratio does the 
quantity of real acid ease. The range 
of the acid met with in commerce by Dr, 
Ure, and what I found by my own experi- 
ments, may be stated as follows : 


It will thus be found that in this short range 
the quantity of real acid will vary from 3 to 
‘75, or one-fourth, 

Doses.—Yhe very uncertain activity of 
this medicine, therefore, requires some spe- 
cific and ready test by which the practi- 
tioner may know how to apportion his doses. 
None can be more easy and certain than 
that proposed by Dr. Ure, being the quan- 
tity of per-oxide of mereury (red precipi- 
tate), which a certain quantity of this acid 
will dissolve. From the relation of the 
equivalent numbers of these two substances, 
being one to eight, and the salt inits dry 
state being a bicyanide, we have a propor- 
tien of one to four in the formation of 
the salt, and hence derive the following 
simple rule of analysis, To 100 grains of 
the acid contained in a small phial or test 
tube, add in succession small quantities of 
the peroxid m y in fine powder, till 
it ceases to be dissulved on agitation. The 
operation may always be completed in five 
minutes, as the red precipitate dissolves as 
rapidly in diluted prussic acid with the aid 
of slight agitation, as dissolves in 
water. The weight of the red precipitate 
taken up being divided by four, gives a quo- 
tient representing the real quantity of 


prussic acid present. By weighiog out be- 


| | 
iN adapted to meet any change of tem- 
oprah or to bear with impunity exter- 7 
impressions that may be disre : 
r to bring only 
| Dr. Mr. Booru. 
Real Aci Real Acid 
Sp. Gr. per cent. Sp. Gr, percent, 
9958 3 “9979 1°63 
9964 27 “9980 81°55 
“9967 25 9981 
9970 23 9983 1°22 
9973 9985 1-07 
9974 20 “9987 75 
| °9975 1:77 
| 1°68 


or i the ide, the re- 

weight of i shows once the quan 
expended. 

‘ tions.—Prussic acid is, however, 
often contaminated with muriatic acid, which 
may very much modify the results of the 
last experiment. Nitrate of silver, in com- 
mon cases so valuable an agent for detecting 
muriatic acid, is bere of no avail, as it gives 
with prussic acid a flocculent white precipi- 
tate, soluble in liquid ammonia, and inso- 
luble in nitric acid, and which may be mis- 
taken by common observers for the chloride 
of that metal, In this case, the volatility 
of prussiate of ammonia compared with that 
of muriate of ammonia, may be had recourse 
to with advantage. We must add, there- 
fore, ammonia in slight excess to the acid, 
evaporate to dryness at a heat of 212 de- 
grees, when the prussiate of ammonia will 
exhale, and the quantity of muriatic acid 
present may be known by the residuary sal 
ammoniac. Should the absolute quantity 
present be required, it may be known by de- 
composing this salt with the nitrate of silver, 
and ascertaining the quantity of chloride 
present. In the performance of these nicer 
experiments, | have found that the quantity 
of ammonia present in distilled water, if not 
obviated by its being neutralized with nitric 
acid, will materially affect the results of the 
experiments ; and the want of sufficient at- 
tention to this circumstance, has, 1 appre- 
hend, caused much of that discrepancy 
which exists among chemical writers, parti- 
cularly in their experiments, to deduce the 
atomic composition of certain bodies. Care 
must also be taken that the red precipitate 
be pure. If well prepared, it will wholly 
volatilise with heat. It is rarely sophisti- 
cated, but will generally be found to contain 
a little sub-nitrate of mercury, which will, 
however, interfere with the accuracy of the 
experiment, although not sufficienly in a 
common investigation. I therefore prepare 
the peroxides, by washing it well previously 
with distilled water, and drying it at a 
gentle heat. 

This test will also be found both useful 
and simple in ascertaining the strength of 
some other acids, which the scientific prac- 
titioner will readily appreciate. 

Probably no formula for the preparation 

prussic acid will ensure the uniform com- 
position of this substance ; I therefore re- 
commend to manufacturers of this article, 
the examination of every sample before it is 
sold, and to be specified upon the labels the 
quantity of real acid present. By this means 
alone, may the practitioner be supplied with 
a certain and as well as a dangerous 


preparation. 
95, Shoe-lane, Fleet-street, 
June 24th, 1830, 
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EXPERIMENTS WITH PRUSSIC ACID. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sia,—The manner in which you have 
always discussed and laid before your readers 
the various discoveries connected with the 
profession, induces me to forward to you the 
results of several experiments performed 
with the above substance, by myself and a 
scientific friend. We made our own prussic 
acid from the ferro-prussiate of potass, and 
| should state that it was of such a strength 
that the inspiration of the fumes in a large 
room occasioned vertigo, and a tickling sen- 
sation in the larynx. 

1. We administered to a full-grown male 
cat, one minim of the acid upon the tongue ; 
violent convulsions were produced, with an 
intermitting pulse. We gave another minim 
in five minutes, which again induced con- 
vulsive writhings of the body, terminating 
almost immediately in death, This experi- 
ment was made to,try the strength of the acid. 
On opening the cat we found extravasation 
of blood on the brain, and the lungs highly 
inflamed. 

2. I gave to a kitten six weeks old, one 
minim of the acid, which in half a minute 
inflamed her tongue considerably. The 
dose was immediately followed up witha 
strong solution of tartrate of potass ; convul- 
sions ensued, and the kitten was apparently 
dead. In five minutes, however, she mani- 
fested reanimation. I now gave itadrachmof 
a saturated solution of tartrate soda, repeat 
ing it at short intervals. The kitten repeat- 
ediy evacuated feces; in six hours it 
walked about, though extremely weak, and 
in twelve hours the acid had lost its effect. 

3. To another kitten about the age of the 
preceding, we administered one minim of 
prussic acid without the remedy, ‘This ani- 
mal died in a minute and a half. 

4. Made a slight incision on the back ofa 
kitten, and inserted one drop. Violent 
convulsions followed. I gave a strong so- 
lution of tartrate soda and potass (equal 
parts of each), at short intervals, till the 
kitten recovered. She is now quite healthy, 
and the cicatrix has perfectly healed. 

5. I poured on the tongue ofa large dog 
about six years old, eight drops of the prus- 
sic acid, and instantly exhibited twodrachms 
of a saturated solution of tartarised soda and 
tart. . In ten minutes I gave ten drops 
more in the same saline liquor. In one 
minute convulsions came on, with (as inethe 
other instances) an intermitting pulse, fol- 
lowed by fecal evacuations, Twenty drops 
of tinct. opii instantly revived him, and he 
vomited copiously. Administered : 


Sode tart. 
distillate ; and three minutes 
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afterwards he bg well, having| unless he be paid for his trouble, slthough 
taken eighteen drops of this povent poison. he is always willing to “ book the patients” 

I then made a slight incision on his back | for his dispensary pupils. A woman, who a 
and dropped into it five minims of the acid. | fortnight previous was attended by a stu- 
Great uneasiness and tremors followed, dent, thought at the time that she had been 
with wendering glavces of the eye, and|unscientifically delivered. The child had 
winking of the eyelids for several minutes. died, the woman was attacked with inflam- 
Dropped eleven minims more into the inci-| mation of the abdomen, and she became un- 
sion, repeating frequently the solution of | willing to be again placed under the hands 
tart. soda and tart. potass. In six minuteshe|of a pupil. She sent, therefore, to Mr. 
had again perfectly recovered. ‘Two or three Laidlaw, requesting him to visit her, at the 
hours afterwards, as we wished to examine same time stating that she would pay him 
the state of the viscera, &c., we administer- for so doing, if he made a moderate charge, 
ed three drops alone, for the purpose of kill-| Mr. Laidlaw, upon this promise, attended 
ing him, He died in one minute and twenty and repaired the mischief which had been 


seconds after this dose, The brain and 
lungs presented the same appearances as in 
the preceding experiments. 

6. Gave to a horse that had broken his 
leg, 3iss of the acid, and found in his sto- 
mach about five ounces of mucus, which left 
a dark-brown patch on removal. ‘There 
was extravasation of blood on the brain, and 
the lungs were found inflamed. 

By following up these experiments, we 
may be enabled to say how much of the 
salt will neutralise the acid, though much 
depends on the ouey and strength admi- 
nstered of the latter. We have made various 


experiments with ammonia, &c., but nothing 
besides the antidote above mentioned 


swered the > 
I have the in to remain, Sir, 


Yours obediently, 
C. B. Garrett, 
(Studiosus Medicine). 


Hanley, Staffordshire Potteries, 
June 21, 1830, 


CHARGES FOR ATTENDANCE ON “CHARITY” 
PATIENTS. 


A Conresponvent under the signature 
of ius, whose real name and address we 
have also received, makes the following 
complaint agaiust a ‘ Dispensary surgeon 
for his attendance & poor 
woman,’ “ Dispensary,” he states, is 
carried on in ove of the parlours underneath 
the Eye ey of Mr. Guthrie, in War- 
wick Street, Golden Square, by a Mr. Laid- 
law, with the professed object of affording 
“gratuitous attendance to poor lying-in 
women at their own houses, and for the dis- 
eases of children.”’ The real object of the 
“* Institution,” it appears, is the instruction 
of stadents in the practical duties of the 
accoucheur. These gentlemen he sends to 
the poor females to learn the obstetric art as 
they best may, but whenever a patient re- 
quests the attendance of ‘ the master accou- 
cheur himself,” that gentleman informs 


them he is never in the habit of affording it 
No, 358. 


previously done, and a few deys after sent 
IN HIS BILL, 


INSANE POOR. 

Ira by returns lately made to Par- 
liament, which have just been printed by 
order of the House of Commons, that the 
number of pauper lunatics and idiots in 
the several counties of England and Wales, 
amounts to very nearly ten thousand, 5145 
of these being females. By adding to this 
number, the amount of lunatics ascertained 
to be confined in public or private asylums, 
and those in the army and navy, a total of 
13,665 is produced,—a mass which, accord- 
ing to the calculations of Sir Andrew Hali- 
day, is three times greater than it was 
twenty years since. The judicious and hu- 
mane disposal of such a large and increas- 
ing body of paupers, demands and must ob- 
tain, through the interference of Parliament, 
or the benevolence of the wealthy, a more 
considerate attention than mere parochial 
care will bestow on them, and this in some 
counties it bas received. In several of 
them, public lunatic asylums have been esta- 
blished, and have proved highly ecovo- 
mical and advan » particularly in 
consequence of the facilities they have af- 
forded for the early treatment of the mala- 
dy. The following statements, extracted 
from the reports of the Armagh and Wake- 
field Asylums, furnish a marked confirma- 
tion of the benefits resulting from attention 
to cases of lunacy, while the attack is re- 
cent. In the former, within the last year, 
of 32 old cases admitted, only one reco- 
vered. In the Wakefield Asylum, of 44 
cases admitted in which the first attack had 
taken place within the three months, 28 
were cured within six months; and of 23 
cases of twelve months standing, nine were 
restored within two years from admission, 
We perceive by the pamphlet of Dr. Palmer, 
a magistrate of Devon and Somerset, that the 
estab.ishment of a pauper lunatic asylum in 
the former county also, is under serious 
consideration, will probably be carried 
into effect. 


= 


THE CONVENIENT HACK. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, July 10, 1830. 


Tue circumstance of Sir Coorer’s 
non-appearance at Windsor Castle, until 
after the demise of his late Majesty, has 
given rise to a great variety of contradic- 
tory reports. Without doubt, his absence 
was owing to that invisible influence, 
which, for several years past, has charac- 
terised the dark mancuvres of a certain in- 
dividual who was lately high in office, and, 
had not the charm been broken, the conju- 
ror, we believe, would have extended his 
pernicious power, and prevented the pre- 
sence of Sir Asttey Coorer at the post- 
mortem examination. The Lord Cham- 
berlain, in the discharge of his duty, unawed 
by the mere wreck of surreptitiously-ac- 
quired authority, summoned” Sirs Astiry 
Cooper and Everarp Home, the sergeant- 
surgeons to his late Majesty, in order that 
they might institute the fullest inquiry into 
the causes which led to the late lamented 
catastrophe. The stupid bulletins had given 
birth to strange rumours; the mystical se- 
crecy scrupulously observed within the pa- 
lace, relating to every thing connected with 
his Majesty’s disease, created many alarm- 
ing suspicions, and nothing was better cal- 
culated to dissipate the doubts of the pro- 
fession, and calm the apprehensions of the 
public, than to intrust the conduct of the 
post-mortem examination to Sir Astiry 
Coorer. It was a step marked alike by 
excellent taste and sound judgment, and it 
was impossible that a report, written exclu- 
sively by the signers of the “‘ treacherous” 
bulletins, as Mr. Brovenam designated 
them, could have been received with feel- 
ings other than those of deep-rooted distrust. 
An examination conducted by the skilful 
hand, and under the scientific eye, of Sir 
Astiey Coorer, ‘gave to the public the 
Strongest assurance, that the report would 


contain an accurate and elaborate account of 
the morbid appearances ; and accordingly, 
with one or two exceptions, Sir Asiley’s 
statement of facts must be regarded as per- 
fectly satisfactory. But in proffering his 
opinions, although evidently with the best 
motives towards the medical attendants, 
he has exceeded the bounds of his duty, and 
has invited a species of criticism which 
cannot prove agreeable. We marvel much 
that the worthy Baronet, whose penetra- 
tion and knowledge of the world are prover- 
bial, did not perceive that no friendly flou- 
tish of the pen, however ingeniously exe- 
cuted, could exculpate those upon whom the 
hand of fate had affixed the seal of self-con- 
demnation. The bad-night—better-night— 
good-night—embarrassed-bulletins, had in- 
dicated too clearly, at least we should have 
supposed so, the spell by which their writ- 
ers were bound, to have escaped the notice 
of so shrewd an observer as Sir Astley 
Cooper :— 

** Quem Deus vult perdere, prius de- 

mentat,” 

And, surely, nothing less than the last strug- 
gles of insanity could have prompted the 
** signers” to rely for support upon an old, 
worn-out, miserable, foundered mack, in 
the expectation that so feeble a brute could 
have carried them harmless and unsullied 
through the mire, into which they had 
plunged, through their own blindness, and 
the influence of the misleading wand of the 
magician, True, there is one “ symptom” 
of returning mental integrity in the royal 
medical junto. The miserable animal se- 
lected to bear the burden of their disgrace, 
is now disclaimed by them, and the base 
wack, after having laboriously worked in 
his dirty vocation, sees itself disowned and 
despised, and has been compelled, under 
invisible influence, to bray to the tune 
of its own sycophancy and knavery. Sir 
Astiey Cooper, finding the unfortunate 
position in which his invisible colleagues 
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tool to make certain diagnostic and prog- 
nostic announcements, endeavoured by a 
little, probably justifiable, sophistry, to 
shield them from a certain portion of dis- 
grace. Accordingly, some of the facts and 
opinions in the report, have been framed in 
such a manner as to bear the appearance of 


agreement with the previously published 


Hack of the bulletin signers. 


June 26, 1830. 

Constperaste Portions of the LuNGs 
are CONSOLIDATED ! 

This was a part of the diagnosis publisned 
on the very day his late Majesty expired, 
Shades of Avensruccer and Lagnnec!— 
Rest in peace. 

Alarmed at this fatal exposure, the poor 
Hacx is made to declare, in terms the most 
unqualified, that the signers of the bulletins 
have not added to their disgrace by holding 
any communication with him on the subject 
of the King’s illness. Hear the whine of 
the unfortunate creature : 

** We beg most unequivocally to state, 
that no part of our information,—(Informa- 
tion ?—Consolidated lungs, blockhead, )}—or 
of the opinions which have been expressed 
in this Journal, were (was) communicated 
to us, either directly or indirectly, by any 
part of his late Majesty’s professional at- 
tendants,—except, however, our contradic- 
tion of the assertion, that Sir M. Tierney 

The Editor of The Times, in extracting 
the article from which this passage is taken, 
at once gave the lie to the slavish poltroon, 
in the following words :— 

“The writer is rvipenTLy some person 
connected with the physicians.” 

Enough! The last paragraph but one 
of the report was apparently written by 
Sir Astiey, with a very kind professional 
feeling, but it is exceedingly infelicitous in 
all its parts. 

“ The original disease of his Majesty,” 
says Sir Astley, “ consisted in par 


tioa of the valves of the aorta.” 


diagnostics, and prognostics, of the royal 
medical junto. The facts, however, as we 
before stated, are upon the whole honestly 
set down by Sir Asriey, and they prove, 
to a great nicety, the wondrous diagnostic 
tact of the signers of the bulletins. We se- 
lect an example :— 


Sir A. Cooper's report of the post-mor« 
tem examination. 
June 27, 1830. 

The substance of the lungs had undergone 


NO CHANGE OF STRUCTURE. 


Now upon what authority is it to be found 
that ossific or calcareous deposits are original 
diseases? On the contrary, are they not as 
decidedly effects of diseased action, as are 
watery effusions into the pleure? Are the 
calcareous deposits in the hands and feet 
the causes or the effects of gouty or arthri- 
tic inflammation? Fie, fie, Sir Asriey! 
You never told your pupils, in your truly 
invaluable lectures on surgery, that s chalk- 
stone was the cause of gouty inflammation. 

It is next stated, that,— 

“ This ossification of the valves of the 
aorta must have existed for many years, 
parts of the body, occasioned effusion of 
water into the cavities of the chest, and 
into other situations.” 

Let us inquire, Sir Asttey, why, if ossi- 
fication of the valves was the original dis- 
ease, these effusions did not take place 
many years ago; for you say the valves 
had been in this state formany years. After 
having seen that lungs which had been con- 
demned as “‘ consolidated” had undergone 
“no change of structure,” we can believe 
the otherwise incredible fact, that his Ma- 
jesty’s physicians were not sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the symptoms of diseased 
valves of the aorta, to discover that those 
valves were ossified. But even admitting 
that they were acquainted with that effect, 
it is not quite clear that its cause was very 
familiar to them. If the worthy Baronet 
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will presently take the trouble to read an 
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by the scarifications and punctures, exhibited 


account of a case taken from the work of|/an action so decidedly inflammatory, that 


Dr. Arne, a really valuable book, he will 
see that ‘‘ dropsical effusions,” as they are 


they healed with the greatest rapidity, and 
were with difficulty kept open sufficiently 


termed, may take place independently of long to accomplish the object for which they 


ossified valves ;” that these effusions are | 


the mere common results of inflammatory | that there was much power of constitution, 


action, and‘ that bleeding is the remedy. 
We knew all along, indeed, that his Ma- 
jesty was afflicted with disease of the heart. 
Still, we more than once remarked, that 
immediate dissolution was not inevitable, 
because we were of opinion that the recent 
effects of the inflammation could have been 
controlled ; in fact, that the inflammation 
itself might have been removed. In truth 
Sir Astiey's apologetical paragraph for the 
signers of the bulletins, does no credit to 
his pathological and literary acumen. It 
savours of invisible influence. 


The last sentence of Sir Astiey’s report 
rans thus :— 

* The immediate cause of his Majesty's 
dissolution was the rupture of a blood- 
vessel in the stomach.” 

If the ruptured vessel were sufficient- 
ly large to admit of such a flow of blood 
as to prove the cause of death, why is 
not the name of the vessel mentioned? Be- 
sides, this plethoric state of the arteries is 
not quite consistent with the fact of the 
“impeded circulation through the aorta, 
in consequence of the obstacle arising from 
the ossified valves,” Was not the hamor- 
thage another effort of nature (fatal indeed ) 
to diminish the overcharged condition of the 
¢irculating system? Her efforts in the way 
of relief had several times been powerful, 
and showed, as the noble Premier well ex- 
pressed it, that there was, to the last, 
** much of vitality in the King ;” a large 
quantity of water became absorbed, and was 
discharged through the natural channel ; 
there was profuse secretion of mucus from 
the lining membrane of the air-passages ; 
the obstruction in respiration was frequently 


were made. All these circumstances show, 
and the discharge of blood into the stomach 
and intestines was, probably, another of 
nature’s efforts to procure relief for the 
overcharged heart and inflamed lungs. 


** The mucus membrane lining the air- 
says Sir Asttey, was of a dark 
colour, in consequence of its vessels being 
turgid with blood,” 


An additional proof that local, if not 


*! general, bleeding might have been resort- 


ed to with safety and advantage. The 
ossification of the valves, we are told, had 
existed for many years, and it is not in 
the nature of this affection to undergo any 
change for the better, after it has once been 
established. But were not his Majesty's 
symptoms exceedingly variable,—evidently 
depending upon at least one cause, that was 
subject to frequent change? It will be re- 
collected, that when the mucous mem- 
brane of the air-passages had in some de- 
gree become relieved from congestion by 
the expectoration of mucus, his Majesty's 
respiration became so free, and was per- 
formed with such comparative ease, that 
the signers of the bulletins acknowledged 
they were puzzled, and there was a general 
expectation, in the court circle, that bis 
Majesty would recover. For the first few 
days after the expectoration of mucus, the 
difficulty of breathing that remained de- 
pended probably entirely upon the irregu- 
larity of the heart's action. 

Taking any view of the case, depletion 
was evidently demanded from the first,—a 
remedy which Mr. War vror,—who cannot 
be too highly commended for his accurate 
and scientific diagnosis,— advised, when he 
was consulted by his Majesty on the 28th 
of March. Mr. Wanpror was too well 
versed in the true priuciples of pathology, 
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and physiology,—ia a word, he was too 


philosophic a surgeon to feel any dread | *65™ 


from abstracting a few ounces of blood, be- 
cause there was a “* weak pulse,”” and 
« dropsical effusion.” The siguers of the 
bulletins, however, appear entirely to have 
forgotten, if they had ever any knowledge 
of such things, that a pulse may indicate 
great feebleness and exhaustion from an 
overloaded state of the heart, and that 
*« effusion "’ of water into the serous cavi- 
ties of the body may be the result of in- 
flammatory action. 


The following report, extracted from the 
able work of Dr. Ayrz,* will afford the 
reader some notion of the advantages which 
the royal sufferer might have derived, had 
the treatment been adopted, which was so 
judiciously recommended by Mr. Wanpvnor. 


“ DROPSY OF THE CHEST AND BODY WITH 
ANASARCA. 


“I~ March I was requested,” says Dr. 
Ayre, “‘ to meet Sir P. M*Gregor, in cousul- 
tation, on the case ofa gentleman in the com- 
mander-in-chief’s office, whom he had at- 
tended for some time, and who was labouring 
under adropsy of the chest and body, andan 
anasarcous state of the legs and thighs. The 
patient was fifty-seven years of age, of a 
corpulent habit, and had mixed much in 
society, and partaken in the usual pleasures 
of the table. During the previous two 
years, he had been affected with several 
premonitory signs of his disease, His feet 
and ancles had generally swelled towards 
evening, and only partially lessened in a 
morning ; and his breathing became short 
upon attempting to walk quickly, or on 
ascending a stair. Whenever he took cold, 
his breathing became affected, being trou- 


d sometimes with a severe cough, and! he 


he was obliged at these times to lie in bed, | 
with bis head and shoulders raised. In 
some of these attacks he had been bled, | 
with partial relief, and latterly he bad taken 
less wine than he had been used to. The 
habitual difficulty of breathing, bad, how- 
ever, continued to increase, aud exercise on 
foot had nearly become impracticable with 
him. About a fortnight before my seeing 


* Pat ical Researches into the Na- 
ture and Treatment of Diopsy. By Joseru 
Ayre, M.D. 8vo, 


58a 


him, his complaints had become great! 
vated, i ly his difficulty of 
breathing, and the dropsical swellings bad 
now extended to the whole of the lower 
limbs. The following are the symptoms 
under which I found him labouring :—A 
great sense of tightness in the chest; the 
breathing habitually difficult, so as quite to 
preclude his lying down ; the countenance 
of a purplish hue, particularly the oe 3 the 
mind at times slightly wandering ; the body 
considerably enlarged, and yielding a dis- 
tinct feeling of fluctuatiou ; the puise about 
90, and intermitting ; the bowels torpid ; 
the urine very scanty ; some thirat, and the 
appetite almost gone. He had likewise a 
tickling cough, with a mucous expectora- 
tion. His nights were passed in a nearly 
sitting posture, and his sleep was disturbed 
by terrifying dreams. The lower limbs 
were greatly swelled, and the legs were pe- 
culiarly bard, and inflamed on their surface. 
I found him, in fact, labouring under the 
complicated forms of dropsy of the chest 
and belly, with an anesarcous swelling of 
the lower extremities ; and so alarming was 
his state, that a fear had been expressed to 
the patient’s friends of his not surviving 
many days. 

* From the history above given, which I 
procured of this gentleman’s disease, and of 
the causes which produced, or increased it, 
there was, to my judgment, a satisiactory 
proof of the existence of inflammation in the 
serous tissues of the chest and body, and a 
slow effusion, as the consequence, going on 
into these cavities ; but at the same time it 
seemed probable, that if the patient could 
outlive the immediate effects of the fluid 
already effused into the chest, that means 
might’be used to prevent any further effu- 
sion; whilst the water already collected 
might be removed by a proper course of me- 
dicine. The inflammatory action was the 
true disease, the effusion of water being its 
effect ; and alt!ough this, its effect, was the 
main cause of the imminent danger, yet the 
increase or continuance of the cause, as 
leading to an increase io the effusion, was 
the primary object to be attended to. We 
gan our treatment by having twelve 
ounces of blood taken from the chest Ly 
cupping, to be followed by a blister on the 
breast, and a drastic purgative to be taken, 
and afterwards some diuretic medicine every 
three hours ; the patient’s diet to be veg«- 
table, and he was to abstain wholly from the 
use of wine and other fermented liquors. 

** At our visit the following day, we found 
that some slight relief had been afforded by 
the cupping, and that the pulse was some- 
what softer. In other respects, the symp- 
toms remained the same, A second cup- 
ping was ordered, aad the other means to be 
continued, 
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« At our next visit we learned that the 
tightness about the chest was sensibly less- 
ened, and that he could breathe more 
deeply ; the other toms as before, The 
drastic purgative ey 3 be repeated, and 
the other medicines continued. 

** In the course of the following three days 
the cupping was repeated, and with farther 
relief, and tlie quantity of the urine was 
somewhat increased. 

** In tlie course of the succeeding week, 
our patient was again cupped to the extent 
of eight ounces ; the drastic purgative was 
repeated twice, and the other means con- 
tinued—occasioning the urine to become 
increased in quanuty, and the breathing so 
improved that the patient was enabled to 
lie in a somewhat recumbent posture. 

** During the following week another cup- 
ping was employed, and occasionally a 
drastic purgative was given, and the same 
treatment, under a slight variation, con- 
tinued. The urine became abundant; the 
breathing more free, and the body much 
lessened, and the fluctuation no longer per 
ceivable. In the next ten days there was 
again a cupping to eight ounces, and a pur- 
gative dose of the supertartrite of potash 
given each morning. Notwithstanding these 
evacuations, the patieut’s strength had not 
declined, and he had in all other respects 

reatiy improved. In the course of the fol- 


wing ten duys, the patient underwent a 
slight relapse from an accidental exposure | 
to cold, and he was twice cupped during | accompanying a recurrence of the 
that time, and a blister was applied to the | attack ; but they both yielded readily to the 


chest. The cough and difficulty of breath- 
ing readily yielded to these means, and he 
progressively advanced in his recovery. 


During the following fortnight, he 


cup’ once at the back of his neck, with 
the full effect of removing some fulness 
about the head, os shown by a great degree 
of drowsiness, and an evident failure in his 
judgment and memory. Wine had been 
suggested and tried, on the supposition of 
these symptoms arising from debility, but 
with evident injury, and they only yielded 
after having recourse to the cupping. 

“* From this period our patient progressive- 
y improved, and he was only cupped once 

uring the succeeding three werks, and 
this chiefly as a precautionary measure. 
All appearance of the dropsy, either of the 
chest or body, had entirely disappeared. 
The swellings of the thighs also had yielded 
to the use of the general means ; but the 
legs, from the knees downwards, continued 
swelled, and they retained their great hard- 
ness and redness, 

“ Our patient was told that this swelling 
arose from debility, and would subside as 
he regained his strength. They bad, how- 
ever, swelled when Lis strength was entire ; 
and his feet and ancles had been s 


ing the two ; and the 
of whieh hed occurred 
in common with that of the legs, had sub- 
sided in common with the effusion into the 
cavities, by means of cupping, and the 
other evacuant measures ; nor was the pa- 
tient weaker at the end of ten weeks, than 
he had been at ‘he commencement of this 
treatment. Bandaging was suggested. By 
many, puncturing the swelled limbs, to let 
out the fluid, would bave been adopted, to 
be followed, perhaps, and, most probably, 
as I have several times witn » by in- 
flammation and gangrene of the parts, The 
swelled state of the legs depended, in this, 
as in the other cases, upon the presence of 
:nflammation in the cellular tissue; but was 
too local to yield to any thing but a local 
treatment. This treatment consisted in 
keeping the legs constently wet with a cold 
evaporating louon, applied by means of a 
strip of muslin. We had the girth of the 
legs measured before commencing with the 
plan. At the end of the first twenty-four 
hours there was no perceptible decrease of 
the swelling. At the end of the second 
day a decrease was produced, and on each 
succeeding day a progressive peening and 
softening of the enlarged limbs ensued. At 
the end of a fortnight the legs had entirely 
recovered their former natural size and soft- 
ness, and after three years they still retain 
them. On two or three occasions, i 
a temporary swelling of them has occu 


treatment respectively employed before for 
them. Of the patient's state, generally, it 
is gratifying to add, that, since the period 
when he first recovered, he has continued, 
with the exception of these slight and tem- 
porary relapses, to improve into a state of 
health that may be termed robust, aod that 
for several mouths past he has continued 
free from every trace of his former dis- 
ease, having taken at times much active 
exercise on foot; frequented freely the 
places of public amusement, and mixed in 
the evening parties of his friends; and, 
although for a period of forty years he had 
been accustomed to the daily use of wive, 
he has for the last three years entirely 
abandoned it, and enjoys his bealth and 
strength, and an undimiuished flow of spi- 
rits, with no other beverage than water,’ 


As we are much pressed for space, we 
must reserve a few remarks upon the ex- 
cuses of the junto, for publishing such brief 
and “ treacherous” bulletins, uatil our next 
number, 
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SEATS IN PARLIAMENT 
FoR 


MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION, 


Tuts subject, from the notice which has 
been taken of it from time to time, in the 
pages of this Journal, appears, at last, by 
the mere weight of its importance, to have 
forced itself on the attention of the great 
mass of the profession. Parliament is about 
to be dissolved, and this is the moment for 
those medical gentlemen who may happen 
to have influence among the freeholders of 
the counties, and the electors of open bo- 
roughs, to exert themselves, day and night, 
in furtherance of the cause of mepicaL 
rnerorm., The miserable louts who will, 
here and there, offer themselves for coun- 
ties, should be most strenuously opposed, 
the length of their purses being their only 
claim to support, as nothing either learned 
or liberal can ever be expected from them. 
They are the thick-and-thin supporters of 
every species of corruption, and would be 
the last to aim a blow at the rotten medical 
corporations. We hope, that in the forth- 
coming struggle, surceons will be every 
where found, at least where a just oppor- 
tunity offers, to promote the election of gen- 
tlemen of ch=racter and talent, and of known 
liberal and independent principles — men 
who will always be fouad amongst the ad- 
vocates of medical reform. If there be any 
open boroughs, and we believe there are many 
such, where the resident medical practition- 
ers have sufficient influence with the electors 
to ensure the return of candidates of their 
owa nomination, it will afford us much sa- 
tisfaction to receive immediate communi 
cations from them on the subject, as we 
think we could name some gentlemen 
members of their own profession, whos 
return to the House of Commons woul: 
give a character, a life, and an importance, tc 
medicine, which it has never yet acquired. 


MEDICAL M. P.’s—-LONDON UNIVERSITY. 


If surgeons do but exert themselves on the 
present occasion, and refuse all connexion 
with the seat-trafficking, knavish attorneys, 
they may see accomplished, in a few vears, 
all that they desire relating to medical 
legislation, There is already one surgeon 
in Parliament, and the indefatigable labours 
of that excellent, honest, and independent 
member, must induce all upright and in- 
telligent electors to look with a favourable 
eye upon the claims of medical candidates. 
Mr. Hume is, in truth, an honour to the 
senate house; and it may almost be said, 
that whatever the people have of a House. 
of Commons is to be found in him, and two 
or three others who are always working by 
his side in the cause of economy and re- 
trenchment. This gentleman, we under- 
stand, will be nominated for Middlesex ; 
and sure we are, that the members of the 
medical profession alone, if they bestir 
themselves, can secure his return. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 

Tax proprietors held their Meeting ia 
one of the theatres of the Institution, on 
Saturday last, agreeably to adjournment. 
Many noblemen and gentlemen of distinc- 
tion were present, and, after a spirited dis- 
cussion, a Committee was appointed, to 
inquire into the alleged differences between 
the Warden and the Professors, We are 
happy to perceive, that in the view we have 
taken of this subject, we are completely 
supported by the most influential of the 
speakers; particularly by Lord Atruorp, 
Mr. Brovenam, and Mr. Humes. Lord 
Atrnorr observed, that “the Council, be 
it composed of whoever it might, ought to 
be supported, or that the University would 
be ruined ;” and Mr. Brovcaam remarked, 
“that those, who, by the exercise of their 
spite, were attempting to injure the Lasti- 
cation, should be disappointed ; that it was 
the duty of the proprietors to yield to the 
Council the most unqualified support.” All 
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384 BATS.—CATARACT.—KING'S CLOQUET. 


persons who are interested in the welfare of 
this promising Institution, will look with 
much anxiety for the report of the Com- 
mittee. 


BAT CLUB. 

Ir is expected, that an extraordinary ge- 
neral meeting of the sar civ will soon be 
held. Sir Wittiam Kwronton has been 
elected an ‘‘ honorary” member, vice Mr. 
Nussey, resigned, 


OPERATION FOR CONGENITAL CATARACT, 

Dr. Mavunoir, of Geneva, has lately 
performed this operation on a boy eigit 
years of age, who had from his birth been 
affected with cataract in both eyes. The 
pupils, which were very sensible to light, 
had been dilated by extract of belladonna. 
Both eyes were operated upon on the same 
day, and by the same method, viz. kerato- 
dialysis. No unfavourable symptom fol- 
lowed the operation, and, after a short time, 
the fragments of the lenses having been com- 
pletely absorbed, the patient had the ful! 
use of his eyes. The results of the experi- 
ments made upon him soon after the ac- 
quirement of his new sense, for the most 
part coincide with those obtained by Che- 
selden and Wardrop. The eyes required to 
be exercised for a considerable time before 
the individual could judge correctly of dis- 
tance and form, and the difference of colours. 
He learnt, however, to form a correct esti- 
mation of the latter much sooner than of the 
former, and very often fell into mistakes, 
by drawing his inferences from colour ex- 
tensively ; thus, he took a piece of blue 
paper for a steel knife, etc. 


A Manual of Descriptive Anatomy of the 
Human Body, and illustrated by Litho- 
graphic Plates. By Jurys Crogver. 
Translated from the French by Tuomas 
Kio, Lect on Anatomy at the Al- 
dersgate Street School, &c. &c. London. 
Feuillet-Dumus. Leicester Square. 4to. 
Nos. 1, 2,3, 4. 1830, 


Consiperino the general reputation of Mr. 
King, his merits as a lecturer, and the long 


period duriog which he pursued his studies 


in France—under circumstances, too, which 
demanded a pretty intimate acquaintance, 
with the language of that country—it is 
impossible, for a moment, to attribute this 
translation to him, since it betrays not only 
an imperfect knowledge of the French lan- 
guage, but great ignorance of anatomy, and 
is written in a style very different from that 
which might have been expected from an 
accomplished surgeon, and an eloquent lec- 
turer. We are therefore compelled to sup- 
pose that it is the work of some junior pupil, 
and that Mr. Kiog has very thoughtlessly 
suffered his name to appear on the title- 
page, without having once examined the 
work, much less taken any share in its com- 
position. In support of this charge, we 
need but state, that the translation is 
throughout so exceedingly close and literal, 
that not only is all elegance of diction dis- 
carded, and every obscurity carefully pre- 
served, but the idiom of the language is 
often violated, that the French terms are 
everywhere rendered literally, to the exclu- 
sion, in many instances, of the far more 
familiar and generally received English 
ones ; and that, lastly, there is a very con- 
siderable number of errors, which could not 
possibly have been made by any one even 
moderately acquainted either with the lan- 
guage, or the subject of the work. These 
errors, it is true, occur chiefly in the first 
two numbers, but the other defects are 
equally conspicuous in all four. 

The following are a few of the errors al- 
luded to:—‘* The fluids or hamours form 
the greatest part of the body, being in pro- 
portion to the solids, as 18 to 20, or there- 
abouts.”"—p. 1. The literal translation is, 
‘form the eighteen-twentieths,”—that is, 
are in proportion of nine to one. 

In speaking of the globules of the blood, 
it is stated that ‘* their diameter is ,},m,” 
meaning of a millimetre. This mea- 
surement should have been reduced to the 
fraction of an inch, for it is not to be ex- 
pected that the reader of a translation would 
be acquaiated with French measures. In 
pages 6 and7, ‘* sentiment”’ is translated 
“‘ sentiment,” instead of sensation ; - and 
“* parcoumes,” ** peragrated,” instead of 
perforated or traversed. In the latter page 
also there isa manifest error in the origi- 
nal, viz. that all serous membranes are fur- 
aished with “ fimbsiated prolongations,” 
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which has been translated literally, without 
note or comment, At p. 13, “‘ dense” is 
translated “ thick,” instead of dense or 
firm; and charpente,” timber-work,” 
instead of frame, &c. We have selected 
these at random, and not as being, by any 
means, the worst that could he found. In 
fact, similar errors occur in almost every 
column of the first two numbers, without 
including a considerable quantity of typo- 
graphical errors, or at least such as may 
possibly be attributable to the printer. 
Why the French, as well as the English, 
text, has been printed, thus increasing the 
size and expense of the work, it would be 
difficult to say ; the former can be of no use 
toa person who is not acquainted with the 
language, and to one who is, it could only 


serve to show more ‘clearly the defects of |’ 


the translation. As to the plates they are 
very good, and though one or two of the 
figures are not very faithfully drawn, they 
are, mostly, well executed on the stone ; 
but in truth the work does uot appear to us 
to have been much wanted here, and, with 
its present faults, is certainly very unlikely 
to succeed. 


4 Practical Formulary of the Parisian|* 


Hospitals, exhibiting the Prescriptions 
employed by the Physicians and Sur- 
geons of those Establishments, &c. &c. 
By F.S. Rarrer, M.D., &c. Translated 
from the Third Edition of the French, 
with Notes and Illustrations, By R. D. 
M.D. Edinburgh. Buchanan, 
1830. 12mo. pp. 260. 
In addition to the formule employed in the 
hospitals of Paris, most of which are dis- 
tinguished by arbitrary names not 4 little 
puzzling to the English student who hears 
them for the first time, this little work con- 
tains a concise account of those institutions, 
with brief sketches of the doctrines and 
practice of their principal medical officers, 
especially in reference to particular dis- 
eases ; and, lastly, practical observations on 
a number of powerful and important reme- 
dies, as the recently-discovered vegetable 
alkalies, iodine, prussic acid, &c., showing 
the results of the experiments made with 
them by various practitioners of eminence. 
Although, therefore, being intended for the 
French hospital student, its use is chiefly 
of a local nature, it will not be altogether 
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uninteresting to the English medical reader. 
We cannot, however, but think that the 
abilities of Dr. M‘Clellan, who has executed 
his task on the whole in a very creditable 
manner, might have been better employed 
in the translation of some work of more ex- 
tended application and general impo: tance. 


CASE OF ENLARGED SPLEFN OCCURRING 
WITHOUT ANY KNOWN CAUSE. 


By Tuomas, Esg., Surgeon, 
Pembroke Dock. 


M. H., a child five years old, bas been 
affected with a general tumefaction of the 
abdomen, for the last twelve months. In 
the left hypochondriac and iliac regions 
there is a hard swelling which stretches 
across the umbilical even into the right 
iliac, where a perfectly defined edge can be 
readily traced. The enlargement extends 
downwards into the hypogastric region. 
She measures round the most prominent 
part, two feet two inches andahalf. Ap- 
petite pretty good; bowels regular; dry 
hard cough; great emaciation; and she 
suffers much in general health. Finding 
mercury, the warm bath, &c., to bave little 
or no influence on the disease, although 
given a fair trial, 1 now prescribed the 
ine. 

Oct. 3, 1829. 

Kk Tinet. iodini, git. iij, sensim au- 
gen, dosem ad gtt. xv bis die. 
Kk Tinet. iodini, 
Linim. saponis, 5x, mft. liniment. 

A tea-spoonful of the liniment to be rub- 
bed over the tumour with gentle friction 
three times a day. 

6. No alteration in the child, except that 
_ circumference of the bowels is rather 

88. 

Pergat in usu medicament : 

Kk Aydriod. potass. ; 

Adipis suilia, m. ft. unguent. 

Rub a portion, of the size of a common 
nut, over the swelling, moruing, noon, and 
night. 

10. The iodine begins to produce its un- 
pleasant effects, The belly has lessened 
one inch and a half in circumference. Pain 
in the gland, 

Intermittantur iodin, prorsus. 
Pule.aper.ch ij. capt. nocteque mane. 
Applicentur hirudines sex ad regio. 
abdominis. 
_ 18, The unfavourable symptoms of the 
iodine are removed, but since its omission 
the tumefaction is increasing. She mow 


measures two feet two inches. The bleed- 


ing from the leeches was with difficulty 
stopped, having continued more or less for 
three days, which weakened the child con- 
siderably. The whole body has assumed a 
blanched appearance. 
24. The child having improved in 

ral health, I ordered the ointment above- 
mentioned to be resumed, but only to be 


used once a day. 
Nov. 2. The belly is one inch —* 


half less than when first measured. 
Oiatment must be again discontinued. 

From this period the child gradually grew 
worse, rallying, however, when the iodine was 
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MR. HENDERSON’S CASE OF NEURALGIA. 


1—R. Brown, carpenter, about 
forty years of age, of short stature, and sal- 

Ww ion, had @ severe attack of in- 
flammation in the chest in the month of June 
1829, On recovering from this disease, he 
was seized with tormenting pain in the right 
side of the upper jaw, the pain appearing to 
be more immediately fixed in an open space 
of the gum, left by the extraction of the se- 
cond molar tooth several years since, though 
it often traversed the whole side of the face, 
extending upwards to the orbit. The poor 
fellow's anguish was extreme night and day, 
and in the paroxysms of his agony, he has 


omitted, and suffering on its being t 
so that although it seemed to act on the tu- 
it was ultimately obliged to be 


mour, x 
altogether abandoned. Her appetite failed, | p' 


and griping pains took place, with a constant 
desire to evacuate the bowels, which, with 
cough, restlessness, &c., continued till the 
20th of January, 1850, when she expired. 


Sectio Cadaveris, 


iliac regions, reach 
ing across the umbilical into the right by- 
pochondriac and iliac. 1t extended down- 
wards into the hypogastric region, and 
weighed, when removed from the body, 
nearly three pounds avoirdupoise (the ave- 
rage weight of the gland in an adult is from 
eight to ten ounces), When cut into, it 

ted a firm texture not unlike liver, 

t of a darker colour, being evidently in a 

state of congestion. Its arteries and veins 

. The bladder was 

small, and its coats were greatly thickened, 

There were no adhesions, and the intes- 

tines were of a pearly whiteness, and with- 

out any inflammatory appearances. The 

liver and rest of the viscera were healthy, 
No otber part of the body was examined, 

Pembroke Dock, South Wales, 
June 17, 1830. 


EFFICACY OF THE CARBONATE OF TRON in 
NEURALGIA, 


d his fingers severely, by 
together. Various remedies, 
as soarifying the gum, friction with cam~- 
horated spirits and tinct. opii, &c., were 
applied with little effect. A blister to the 
cheek relieved the pain slightly for a day or 
two, and after the blistered part had healed, 
a plaster of common tar, applied to the cheek, 
iderably } d his sufferings, but the 
face became so tender and sore from this a 
ication, that it was abandoned. Its 
mentioned, that the patient has for seve- 
ral years suffered from hemorrhage proceed- 
ing from the side of the jaw affected ; there 
is no particular orifice from which the blood 
issoes; it to come from different 
parts of the jaw at once ; there is no per- 
ceptible tumour or swelling there ; the gums 
are a little spongy and flaccid, and the pa- 
tient seems to be of a scorbutic habit; he 
loses about an ounce of blood every dey. 
Astringent les have been used without 
benefit ; in , when the bleeding is sup- 
for a day, the pain is always in- 
creased. The blood appears to be of an ar- 
terial nature, but from what morbid condi- 
tion of the parts it proceeds, 1 cannot ha- 
zard @ con) As the excruciating pain 
which the patient suffered induced me to 
believe that the affection was somewhat 


4 
grasping them 


By Gronce Esq., Surgeon, = 


Attuovcs the sulphate of quinine seems 
to be a very useful remedy in neuralgic af- 
feetions of the face, yet as there are many 
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_ The body generally had an emaciated ap- | 
‘oa pearance, although the abdomen was much | 
i enlarged. On laying open the belly by a| 
large crucial incision, the spleen appeared | 
; in @ most conspicuous manner. It was im- 
& mensely enlarged, filling the whole of the | 
St analogous to neuralgia, I gave the carbonate 
— lof iron in doses of ten grains thrice a day. 
Three days after the exhibition of this me- 
2 dicine, the pain bad greatly subsided, and 
» § the patient felt comparatively easy. I then 
increased the carbonate to ascruple thrice 
- a day, and at the end of a week all re- 
mains of the former anguish were completely 
removed. Two werks after discontinuing 
the r:aedy, the pain renewed its attacks, 
a immediate recourse was again had to 
carbonate of iron, after taking a few doses 
a | hich he was again relieved. The pain 
- has recurred twice since, and the medicine 
has been again used with success; so that 
i it appears that the affection is completely 
a poor people unable to pay for this expen-| under the control of this excellent remedy. 
x a sive medicine, 1 would iu many instances} The continual bleeding from the gums bes, 
1% ‘still prefer the carbonate of iron, particularly | however, so much reduced the patient, that 
if as it proves in many instances highly effec-| ue has been for several months past unable 
tual, as the following cases will show :— | to work at his occupation. 


Case 2.—Mrs. S., circiter 60, healthy 
and active, applied to have a tooth extract- 
ed, having suffered much, as she said, from 
toothach. Two of the molar teeth in the 
left side of the under-jaw were drawn, but 
without relief to the pain, which was of the 
severest kind, and spread over the whole 
cheek up to the temple; the pain was in- 
termittent, and when the paroxysms were 
absent, she was perfectly at ease, A strong 
“olution of camphor, in spirit, to the cheek, 
as in the former case, had no beneficial 
effect. The carbonate of iron was then ad- 
ministered in half-scruple doses thrice a 
day ; but about ten days elapsed before any 
amendment took place ; however, on con- 
tinuing the medicine for a week longer, the 
age vehement pain was relieved, an 

va 


longer continuance ultimately subdued 
Many months have now prvemen | since she 
discontinued this medicine, and during that 
time she has not had the slightest return of 
the complaint. 

Case 3.—C. Purves, a stout married wo- 
man, fifty years of age, had been long af- 
flicted with a severe pain of the right side 
of the face, which she attributed to a spoilt 
tooth in the left side of the under jaw. The 
tooth was removed without affording rd 
relief. She described the pain as - 
ing from the socket, extending the 
n to the right side, and darting upwards 

below the orbit. A of tat was 
applied to the affected cheek without effect. 
I was induced to try tar from the report of 
Mr. Colville, of Ayton, who cured a severe 
ease of ticdouloureux withit after all the usual 
remedies had failed ; but in the two cases in 
which 1 used the pix liquida, it became so 
exceedingly disagreeable from the soreness 
and tenderness of the parts covered by it, 
that the patients could not be prevailed on 
to persevere. It seemed to have little effect 
in relieving the disorder ; but io a third case 
in which T tried it, the sufferings of the 

tient were much alleviated, while the car- 
ate of iron, though persevered in for s 
longer time than in any of the cases here re- 
» had not the smallest effect on the 
disease. In the present case, the carbonate 
was given in scruple doses twice a day with 
the most decided advantage. In the course 
of a week, the pain was in « great degree re- 
moved, and the patient enjoyed more free- 
dom from sufferiug than for several months 
os. Three weeks after the carbonate was 
iscontinued, a recurrence of her sufferings 
came on, The medicine was again ordered, 
and she now enjoys comparative ease. 
These cases may not have been real 
tie douloureax, yet the carbonate of iron 
has afforded them relief, and I trust 
it will be found in many similar 


affections. Dr. Blundell, in his invaluable 
lectures, has recommended this medicine in 
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the odontalgia of , and I think that 
I have seen beneficial effects from it in the 
common forms of toothach, The form in 
which I have given the carb. ferr. was in 
powder, combined with a little cinnamon, 
and mixed with treacle or jelly. During its 
exhibition, it is proper to give now and 
then some gentle laxative to counteract its 
constipating effects ; the pilule sloetice of 
the Edinburgh Pharmacop@ia will answer 
very well for this purpose, 


NATIVE O1L OF LAUREL. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


S1rx,—In the course of my excursions in 
the interior of South America, I chanced to 
acquire a knowledge of a very peculiar pro- 
duct, which I afterwards made known in 
Demerara under the denomivation of native 
oil of laurel (siruba of certain inland tribes), 
being a sort of native ethereal or volatile 
fluid which collects in the cavities of a large 
tree, in Guiana, belonging to the natural 
order of laurinee. 

Respecting this substance and its uses I 
published some notices in the colonial 
papers in 1824, but no account of it, as | am 
aware, has ever appeared in any London 
publication. It is not strange, there‘ore, 
that attempts should have lately been made 
to introduce the oil as a new discovery: I 
am informed that a person in Surinam has 
recently done this. The claim, however, 
must appear absurd in the Colonies, and I 
should not consider this, alone, as requiring 
a notice from me, but I find that some com- 
position has lately been produced under the 
name of *‘ medicated native oil of laurel,’’ 
as ‘‘ a remedy in gout and rheumatism.” I 
have procured a phial of it, and it proves to 
be oil of turpentine disguised. 

It is 4 matter, indeed, of conse- 
quence who may lay claim to the discovery, 
but having imported the oil in some quan- 
tity, and at no small expense, I cannot pro- 
perly allow these fraudulent attempts to pass 
altogether unnoticed. The port charges on 
a single jug or demijon of this fluid, amount- 
ed to 5/. 10s., at the West India Docks. 

Not having been advertised, the medicine 
remains unknown in London ; ——~ 
some gentlemen from Demerara, and a few 
otbers, who prize it highly, and urge me to 
introduce it to public notice, especially as, if 
supplanted by « spurious imitation, nothing 
conclusive can be ascertained respecting iis 
medicinal virtues, I gave it the name cf 
“ gative oil” as being purely a product of 
nature, and such an one as i has 
=~ ( persuaded me will never receive any 

improvements from art. 


| 


I bave given away considerable quantities 
for the pupose of experiment, and have re- 
ceived the most satisfactory accounts of its 
operation, but I cannot afford to furnish any 
more of the oil on the same terms. I have 
derived no pecunia:y udvautage or compen- 
sation, nor sought any, either for this or an 
other discoveries (if so 1 oy | speak), 
though the different outfits for procuring 


this and other useful articles from the inte- | 
rior of Guiana, have cost me some hundred | acids, and dissolves caoutchouc. There is a 


MR. WILLIAMS ON MR. TRIPE’S CASE. 


once from a’ si vein, The it is 
sometimes to burst the 

fum ng the forest for leagues around, The 
Specimen sent to us by Dr. Hancock is very 
pa and pellucid, and resembles an essen- 
tial oil produced by distillation. Its taste 
is warm, aromatic, and piquant, with au 


-|odour not unlike spirits of turpentine or 


yellow deal ; it is very volatile and inflam- 


jmable; is not acted upon by alkalies or 


unds, But anxious as | am to make a. very singular fact observdble, with regard 
otintes of it general in the profession, | | to its specific gravity. However paradoxi- 
have committed the bulk of it to the care of | cal it may seem, this product floats on the 


Mr. Burfield, 180, Strand, at whose house | 
they may rely on obtaining it in the state | 
in which it was drawn from the tree. I pre-| 
sume that no apology or arguments will be | 


necessary in justification of this step; there 
is no secret nor mystery attempted ; the oil 
is a simple product; of nature, sui generis, 
and is not to be classed with quack medi- 
cines of unknown, and, probably, deleterious 
constituents, 

With regard to what is stated of the 
medicinal properties of the native oil in the 
paper of 1824, I may observe that the main 
part has been pretty fully established by 
subsequent experience, and some new views 
of no smailimportance have, moreover, been 

uired. 

The two Demerara papers above alluded 
to, with otherdocuments, are herewith trans- 
mitted, that any extracts you may think 
od may be made therefrom. 1 have the 

to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. Hancock, M.D. 
50, Stafford Place, Pimlico, 
July, 1850, 


[We collect the following particulars re- 

cting the product referred to in Dr, 
Hancock's communication, from the papers 
with which his letter was accompanied, 
The oil is yielded by a large aromatic tree, 
of a compact texture and brown colour, 
growing in forests at the head of the Esse- 
quebo, Its medicinal properties, externally 
applied, are powerfully discutient, and in- 
ternally are diaphoretic, diuretic, and resol- 
vent. The reports of the Indians, regarding 
its efficacy in rheumatic affections of the 
limbs, exhibited in doses of 20 to 40 drops 
twice a day, are extravagantly eulogistic. 
‘The mode of its production is very singular, 
and presents one of the rarest Anomalies 
in vegetable physiology; it is a pure 
spirit, or volatile oil, deposited by a na- 
tural process, within venous reservoirs, 


situated at various depths iu the trunk of| 


the tree, which, when cut into, yields 
the oil in sudden and abundant gushes. 
The immense quantity of twenty-five gal- 
lons is affirmed to have been obtained at 


surface of a mixture of equal parts of ether 
and proof spirit, although the specific gra- 
vity of the oil is actually greater, by the 
hydrometer, than that of the proof spirit 


or the compound. ] 


OPERATIONS ON INFANTS. 


70 the Editor of Tas Lawcert. 


Sin,—In your Number for the 23d of 
January last (No. 534, page 375), I observe 
a report of an operation for the removal of a 
congenits) tumour from the neck of a child 
of eight weeks’ old, performed by Mr. Cor- 
nelius Tripe, a surgeon residing at Devon- 
port, the object of publishing which, I am 
ata loss to divine. Whether intended to 
promulgate and illustrate a pew inciple in 
surgery, or to support an established one, 
and to show the consequences of a deviation 
therefrom,—in either instance, the illustra- 
tion is most unhappy. Perhaps, however, 
it was published as a measure of defence, 
for the voice of public opinion was rather 
loud upon this occasion. If so, the paper, 
after the pledge which was given, is un ex- 
parte statement, and the only way to enable 
an impartial person to form a correct opi- 
nion on the matter, will be to detail the cir- 
cumstances of this catastrophe as known and 
understood on the spot. 1 have no wish to 
keep alive the popular excitement which the 
occurrence created, as the length of time al- 
lowed to elapse will prove, I view it in the 
light of a professional question, which, by 
its publication, it is made. It is, how- 
ever, but right to say, that the challenge 
would have passed unnoticed by me, bad 
either of the gentlemen who expressed an 
intention to reply to it, come forward to do 
so, and it had not been bruited about that 
the case was drawn up in such a masterly 
style that it was unanswerable and on- 
assailable ! 

Mrs, A, was attended in her accouche- 
ment by Mr. Watson. The tumour on the 
infant excited bis attention, and he request- 
ed the opinion of Dr. Glasson, who con- 
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MR. WILLIAMS ON OPERATIONS IN INFANTS. 


sidered it of an innocuous character, a mere 


589 
to have extended from the clavicle over the 


enlarged hydatid, and discouraged mf in- pectoral muscle beneath the axilla, to the 


terference during the early infane 
patient, and the quiescent state of the tu- 
mour, The accoucheur subsequéntly re- 
quested the presence, in consultation, of 
Messrs. Lower and Baldy, whose opiuions 
coincided with those of Dr. Glasson an 
himself.* It was at this juncture that the 
operator was called in. A consultation en- 
sued, in which the attendant of the family, 
Mr. Watson, with bis friends Messrs. Lower 
and Baldy, met the operator and his friends, 
Dr. Glasson being objected to, because it 
was a surgical case. The gentlemen named, 
say that they urged their opinions against 
the necessity for, or expediency of, any at- 
tempt at excision, b the t was 
harmless, and the child was thriving. The 
operator afterwards called a consultation of 
his own, and proceeded to operate, the 
medical men originally called in by the ac- 


the | 


inferior margin of the scapula, and that it 
was the danger of excessive irritation from 
exposing such an extensive surface, which 
induced them to oppose the operation. As 
for hemorrhage, that was not thought of; 


d| the tumour was not vascular; indeed so in- 


ert was its character, that the infant lay on 
either side with perfect indifference ; nei- 
ther did it manifest the slightest pain upon 
pressure with the hand. It was healthy and 
thriving, and was taken smiling from its 
mother’s arms; but I submit, that the pro- 
priety of undertaking the operation, is not 
to be judged by what others have done in 
cases that are not analogous, but by a refer- 
ence to the physiological laws of infantile 
life in unison with the peculiar cireum- 
stances of the case under consideration. 
Was the tumour of a maliguant character? 
Was it vascular? Was it organised? Did it 
i in size? Did it retard the growth 


coucheur, as well as himself, declining to 
be present at an operation, which they bad 
expressed a belief would be destructive of 
human life. The senior member of the pro- 
fession declared to the writer of this paper, 
that be had a week before the operation 
** warned the operator” to beware of the con- 
sequences ; that he had conjured him, as he 
valued his feelings as a parent, his peace of 
mind, and character as a man, his reputa- 
tion as a surgeon, to abstain from what he 
meditated ; that he urged upon his con- 


sideration the impossibility of a child not 
more than eight or nine weeks old, being 


able to sustain the of such an opera- 
tion ; that the infant was a mere buodle of 
nerves, that it was scarcely a thing of this 
world, and that if the experiment were 
made, the defenceless being would die 
under the knife,” a presage which, as your 
correspondent informs us, he has succeeded 
too well in fulfilling; yet who, in perusing 
this case, would imagine that the operation 
had been undertaken under these circum- 
stances? And up to this hour, not one of 
those who opposed the operation, have ever 
seen the tumour since its excision, except 
Mr. Watson; neither could a sight be ob 

tained even by him of the parts after the 
operation and death, which were consecu- 
tive, if not simultaneous. 

Of those who saw the tumour before ex- 
cision, I have the assurances of Messrs. 
Lower, Baldy, and Dr. Glosson, that the 

Was much more extensive then the 
operator describes.+ It is declared by them 


* By the operator's account, the correct- 
ness of this diagnosis is evident, as the tu- 
mour a)pears to have been a vesicular or 
hydatidoid congeries, more or less transpa- 
rent or opaque. 

t What a tumour may measure when 


of the infant? Did it impose any present 
suffering upon it? Did it threetea any im- 
mediate danger? These questions are not 
only negatived by the gentiemen before 
named, but tacitly so by the operator's state- 
ment, Then why, it was asked, was the 
operation performed? At the instigation 
of * * * *, was Mr. Lower's reply. With 
al! due deference, I protest against Mr. 
Lower’s opinion, believing that the person- 
age he named, is neither so ignorant nor so 
unscientific as he would have us imagine. 
Bat if | understand any thing of the ana- 
tomy and physiology of infantile life (and 
if I do not, I do declare myself most anx- 
ious to learn), the brain and nerves of a 
foetus and of an infant for many months after 
birth, bear an amazing proportion to its 
entire volume, compared with adult life; 
that the nerves of sensation ure far more 
acute in their functions at that period, while 
those of perception are far less so: presum- 
ing that these facts are admitted, | would 
add, us I have always been taught, that the 
proneness to intense irritative action in in- 
tantile life, from the causes above named, 
make it desirable at all times to delay an 
operation calculated to excite that action, 
and e-pecially if it can be safely deferred to 
& more advanced period of existence. If 
there be any truth in the hackneyed asser- 


detached from the living surface, is one 
question ; what extent of surface its removal 
will expose, is another; if, however, it 
measured no more than three inches when 
the excision took place, while it is asserted 
to have been more than double that extent 
six or seven weeks before, the inference is, 
that it must have diminished in size by sb- 
sorplion,—rather a strong argument against 
removing it at all. 
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tion, that such is the frail tenure of infantile 
life, that it will not admit of the remitted 
attention of the mother for a few hours, and 
that a number of children are lost under 
twelve months, from the irritation of denti- 
tion alone,—what chance has the infant of 
nine weeks old, of surviving an operation 
which must expose one-eighth part of the 
surface of its body? Need I advert to the 
many fatal terminations of comparatively 
slight burns and scalds in early infaucy? It 
is upon these points alone, that the expe- 
diency of the operation turns, If what I 
have detailed as facts and opinions, be gross 
delusions ; if | have been nurtured in error 
and am grown old in ignorance, then, I 
trust, I shall have the advantage of being 
set right by some of the admirers of the ope- 
ration ; but if it be consistent with the pre- 
sent condition of pathological science, then 
I submit, that a rash resort.to the ultima 
ratio chirurgorum is pretty clearly proved. 
To talk of what others have done, is a sorry 
mode of justification, Suppose I were called 
to a case of injury of the hip or thigh ina 
child of five or six months old, and were to 
assert that the thigh was dislocated, and, in 
my efforts to reduce an imaginary luxation, 
were to detach the shaft of the bone from 
its epiphysis, thus rendering the child a 
cripple for life,—would it avail me aught to 
say, that both Sir Astley Cooper and Mr. 
Earle had disagreed as to the diagnosis of 
injuries of the hip-joint? Or in a case of 
unjustifiable operation for cataract, would it 
justify me to say, that Mr, Ware had occa- 
sionally failed? A hundred other such cases 
might I quote. That great and distinguished 
surgeons have erred, and do sometimes fail, 
is most true ; but that such failure may be 
pleaded in excuse for all the blunders which 
vanity may prompt or recklessness consum- 
mate, I dare not presume to assert. Allu- 
sion to what this person said, and that per- 
son did, because we bave heard that there 
are or were such persons in existence, is of 
a piece with the anecdote, that Homer sang 
his songs through the public streets,—** So 
do I,” quoth the ballad singer. I am, Sir, 
Your very humble servant, 
Joux WituraMs. 

Devonport, 11th May, 1830, 

[We have ventured to abridge part of 
this letter, which was only received in June.] 


SYPHILIS. 


To the Editor of Tur Laxcer. 
Str,—You will oblige me by inserting 
the following cases in your very useful heb- 
domadary, as they may, in some degree, 
confirm, and serve to extend, the very im- 


portant ice of Drs, Christine and Ben. 
aben, Yours ever, 
R. D. Forsrer. 
11, Middlesex Place, New Road, 
3rd July, 1830. 


CASES OF SYPHILIS CURED BY THE USE OF 
THE CHLORIDE OF GOLD AND SODA. 


1. A medical friend of mine t 
some of the chloride from Paris, where 
had been induced to use it in his own case 
(confirmed syphilis), mercury having been 
laid aside from the irritation it had previ- 
ously produced, when exhibited for sli 
torpidity in the action of the liver. He 
stated that it succeeded, and produced a 
cure in a fortnight, but was continued three 
weeks. He gave me four grains of the salt 
to make trisl with, recommending it most 
strongly. This was in 1827, 

2. ir. S. T. applied to me in May, 1828, 
with one large chancre near the um, 
which had existed a fortnight or three 
weeks, and a bubo in the right groin, which 
was considerably inflamed. These followed 
a doubtful connexion during inebriation. 
He complained of the impossibility of tak- 
ing mercury, as he was on a visit to a rela- 
tion. The chloride of gold and soda was 
proposed and tried. Two surgical friends 
saw this gentleman next day, and were of 
opinion that the case was clearly syphilitic. 
I exhibited the remedy in the following 
manner, which was, indeed, that first used. 

R  Chlorid. auri et soda, gr.j; 

Sacchari in pulvere, 388. 
misce et divide in chart. xij. 

The following direction was given.—One 
of these powders to be placed on the tongue, 
and rubbed against the roof of the mouth 
until dissolved ; this to be repeated twice 
aday. The medicine of course discolours 
the tongue and mouth, but produces no fur- 
ther inconvenience, On the fourth day, 
the chancre was more healthy. Perspiration, 
which was very evident the two first days 
of the trial, was much lessened ; one-eighth, 
instead of one-twelfth of a grain, was there- 
fore ordered. 8th day, chancre nearly 
healed ; resume the former dose of one- 
twelith. 11th day, chancre healed; the 
powders to be taken for a week longer. No 
secondary symptoms have appeared since : 
the gentleman was suffering from these in 
a slight degree previous to the present in- 
fection. 

3. J, Campbell, aged thirty-five pe 
stout and healthy in general, applied for as- 
sistance 13th Jut , 1829, with two chancres, 
and a bubo of a fortnight old, which were 
progressively getting worse. Ordered some 
aperients; and, on the 2ist, the chloride 
as advised above. This delay arose from 
beivg unable to purchase the salt, and being 
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therefore obliged to prepare it, as directed 
by Mr. Faraday, I believe, in 1826, in the 
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same dose, and, on ist of August, chancre 
had healed. 7th, An eperient draught re- 
quired, 12th, Last powders sent, which 
were directed to be continued. On the 
16th he returned, with trifling pain in the 
right side and cough, which he imagined 
arose from the perspiration (which is stil) 
considerable) having been stopped. Saline 
aperients and small blister. This patient 
resided in the country, ten miles distant ; 
and I heard nothing more of him for two 
months, when he wrote to me from some 
part of Hampshire, to say that the pain and 
cough disappeared two days after his last 
visit to me, and that he been quite 
well since. 

4, Mr. C. M., one chancre on glans and 
slight pain in groin; the former appeared a 
month since, and had gradually increased 
in size. 24th July, 1829. Twelve powders 
of the chloride of gold and soda. ‘The 
ehancre dressed with weak red precipitate 
ointment. 27th. Solution of extract of bel- 
ladonna to apply to under part of penis, 
to mitigate troublesome erections. 3ist. 
Twelve powders,—one three times a day ; 
the chancre granulating healthily. 4th 
Aug. Powders repeated as last advised, 
9th. Wrote from Cambridge to say hewas 
quite well. Continue powders twice a day 
for one week. Heard nothing of this case 
after November, at which time the gentle- 
man remained in perfect health. 


Observations.—In all these cases, and in applie 


some which have since occurred, the only 
evident effect of this remedy was, the per- 
spiration, which gradually diminished in 
quantity as the system became accustomed 
to the stimulus: in none but the last case 
was any dressing but dry lint applied to 
the chancre, and this difference did not 
seem to be influential, 

The following was the formula for pre- 
paring the chloride which I used. It is 
merely a reduction in quantity of that men- 
tioned in the “ Journal of Science.” 

Dissolve 96 grains of pure gold in nitro- 
muriatic acid; evaporate and crystalize ; 
dissolve the crystals of the chloride of gold, 

i in pure water; add 30 grains of 
decrepitated chloride of soda. Lvaporate 
the solution and crystalize. This salt is 
slightly deliquescent, and must, therefore, 
be kept in a stoppled phial. 


EXTIRPAYION OF THE UTERUS, 


Iw the morning of the 20th of June, this 


operation was rmed by M. Dubled, in 
the presence Récamier and severel 
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other itioners. The evinced 
as much skill and sang-freid, as the patient 
bdid courage and resignation ; she died, how- 
ever, twenty-two hours after the operation. 
She was twenty-seven years of age, and had 
borne three children, the Se ig of whom 
was scarcely nine months old, A short 
time before her last confinement, she had 
been in the Hotel-Dieu under M. Réca- 
mier, with carcinoma 
very rapid progress; and of which M. 

pose fa Mad told her she could not be cured, 
but by a very painful operation, which he, 
however, declined performing himself, hav- 
ing resolved never to perform the extirpa- 
tion of the uterus again, ‘The operation 
lasted twenty-five minutes, on account of the 
extreme softness of the os uteri, which ren- 
dered it impossible to draw down the uterus 
into the vagina; the ligatures were applied 
before the division of the broad ligaments, 
and no great quantity of blood was lost dur- 
ing the operation. Towards the evening, 
the abdomen having become tense and pain- 
ful, and there being also considerable febrile 
excitement, she was bled, and had leeches 
and emollient fomentations applied to the 
abdomen. She arather restless night ; 
a slight discharge of blood took place, which 
was arrested by cold compresses. She died 
on the morning of the 2ist, twenty hours 
after the operation. On examining the pe- 
ritoneum and intestines, were found per- 
fectly healthy; a small quantity of dark- 
coloured blood was found in the small pelvis, 
The ligatures were found to have been well 


.— Lane. Frang, 


METROPOLITAN CEMETERY. 


A correspondent, in allusion to the ob- 
servations we lately made on the establish- 
ment of a public cemetery without the walls 
of London, has forwarded to us the follow- 
ing statement. 

The opinion of Dr. Armstrong recalled 
strongly to my memory, that most of the 
deaths in a beautiful village in Suffolk have 
been occasioned by malignant putrid fever. 
Wangford church-yard, with its ancient 
gothic church, and the remains of its abbey, 
occupy the top of a little bill, and the 
small white houses and cottages, of which 
the town is composed, are built in a circle 
around. No spot can appear more bealthy, 
or freer from malaria. There is a peculiar 
cleanness and cheerfulness about it, and it 
is altogether situated in an excellent natural 
climate. The ravages from typhus fever, 
therefore, can only be accounted for on 
Dr. Armstrong’s principle,—from its cen- 
tral Ts which is thiekly popu- 


lated with » not very deeply buried, 
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according to he custom of the country. 
It is united to Henham, another exten- 
sive parish, which has neither church nor 
church-yard, Within the last seven years 
one of the surgeons, who lives in the yard, 
has three times hed the typhus fever in his 
house. The last atteck was dreadful, and 
fatal to several of a numerous family. Two 
masters of the little inn died of this fever; 
the glazier died of it: his wife laid many 
weeks at the point of death, and died a 
few months after; and a fine young man of 
twenty-three, whose sybarite (banns) was 
out-asked at church, died of a sudden putrid 
fever, two days before he was to have been 
married to their daughter, a village belle. 
The little poem, called ‘‘ The new-made 
Grave,” inserted in the New Monthly Mag- 
azine some summers ago, was occasioned 
ty the authoress, in one of her walks | 
rough Wangford church yard, meeting | 
the funeral of this young man, with his 
bride holding the pall: he was buried on 
the day appointed for their marriage. It is 
singular that these deaths did not happen 
in a time of general sickness, but months 
between, as if a malignant blight bad sud- 
denly crossed the individual, although there 
are few persons in that village who have 
not suffered at some time or other from 
typhus fever. It is by no means a fatal 
complaint in the neighbouring parishes. 
The typhus fever, some years, visits the 
vlous towns of Halesworth and Bungay 
Tike a plague; both these towns, though 
a otherwise favourably situated, have 
ikewise central church-y: thickly filled 
with dead. 


BED FOR REDUCING DISLOCATIONS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—Having completed the model of a 
bed to be applied to effect extension in case 
of dislocations generally, but more espe- 
cially those occurring in the hip-joint, 

d you kindly favour me with a corner 
of your valuable journal, in offering the 
officers of any medical ishment the 
plan for their inspection, Having received 
the approbation of Sir Astiey Cooper and 
many other eminent surgeons, I can, with 
more confidence, offer it to the notice of the 
public. Should it prove in any way useful 
to the profession, to which I have the ho- 
nour of aspiring, my only object is attained. 

1 have the honour to remain, 
Sir, your obliged, 
Srarrorp Benson, 
Pupil at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
June 28, 1830, 


3, Carthusian Street, 
Charterhouse Square, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tue letter signed “ A Pupil of the London 
University,” in reply to some remarks of Dr. 
Birkbeck, reached us too iate for insertion. 

A Medical Being. The publication in 
question is in the hands of men whose inte- 
rest it is to degrade the really scientific 
members of the profession by disreputable 
appellations. 

J. F.C, The letters of Scrutator” were 
authenticated, or they would not have been 
inserted. 

Veritas (not of Norwich), must be aware 
that we cannot, without great impropriety, 
insert such a communication as he has sent, 
unless it be authenticated. 

Veritas of Norwich, in addition to his 
letter “‘ to authenticate,” will probably give 
us a reference to some m in town. 

The Society for the degradation of English 
surgeons, which is ceusured by Volens et 
Valens, and many others of our correspon- 
dents, will depart this life without any 
very severe struggle. 

Z. The observation of the Lancette 
Francaise is, that *‘ in no country are 
the ill effects of nepotism more marked 
than in England. There, in spite of the 
efforts of the press, beneath name of 
Cooper, and under shelter of this name, 
ignorance flourishes, raises its head, and 
resists the vigorous blows which it receives 
from independence and knowledge. There 
ignorance exults and its triumphs are con- 
firmed by tribunals! But such triump!s 
are vile and contemptible, Tribunals can- 
not confer skill with their diplomas, nor can 
the most exalted patronege shield a block- 
head from the scorn of the scientific world.” 
—Our esteemed contemporary errs in sup- 
posing that much of either ‘ exultation” 
or “ triumph” is enjoyed by these ‘* block- 
heads.” Thanks to an honest press, ‘ exul- 
tation” and “ triumph ” are su 
perpetual ‘‘ fear and trembling.” 


Save or Sprrnirs or Wine wiruovur a 
License.—The following letter is extracted 
from the last number of the Gazette of 
7 It cannot be too widely circu- 
ated :— 

“Treasury Chambers, May 26, 1830. 

**Sin,—Having laid before the Lords 
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury 
your memorial, praying that you may be 
permitted to sell spirits of wine, by retail, 
without license, | am commanded by their 
Lordships to acquaint you, that your request 
cannot be complied with. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
“ Gro. R. Dawson, 


“ Dr. R. Reece, 8, Bolton Row.” 
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